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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 12th October 2021 at the Kingsnorth Pavilion at 7.00pm 

The meeting was also made available via Zoom and Facebook Live 

 

Present: Cllr Shelley Barber, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Kumar Gaurav, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Hicks, Cllr 

Patricia Moss, Cllr Stuart Moss, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben Townend (Vice Chair), Cllr Jim 

Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Christine Drury (Assistant Clerk – Finance) Via Zoom, Peter Le Rossignol (Parish 

Manager), PCSO Anne Martin and Crime Prevention Officer, KCC Councillor David Robey, Marie Russell 

(Assistant Clerk – Admin) and 2 members of the public. 

Cllr Ransley informed all attendees that the meeting was being recorded for the purpose of minute taking, 

for publication on YouTube and live streaming on Facebook Live. 

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meetings, under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, the members present must decide 
whether the reason(s) for the member’s absence shall be accepted.  
 
All members were present.  
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 

 
None. 
 
3. Public Comments and Observations 
 
None 

 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors 
 

a. PCSO’s Report  
PCSO Anne Martin submitted her report prior to the meeting which was circulated to all Councillors, 
PCSO Anne Martin and a Crime Prevention Officer attended the meeting in person and updated 
Councillors and members of the public on the following: 

• Issues with cars using the bus and taxi bridge on Bridgefield. 

• Community engagement meeting being held in the Kingsnorth pavilion on 9th November from 
12pm – 1.30pm. 

 
b. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Trish Cornish, Park Farm North – No report received. 
 
Cllr Tina Hayes, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – No report received. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – No report received. 
 
Cllr Neil Shorter, Washford Ward – Cllr Shorter submitted his apologies prior to the meeting. No report 
received.  
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Cllr Jim Wedgbury, Park Farm South – Cllr Wedgbury provided an update in person which included the 
following: 

• Ashford Borough Council has funding for play areas, Cllr Wedgbury will be attending a meeting 
with the officer and portfolio holder to discuss plans for the Park Farm play area.  

• Issues with phone mast operators telling residents they have permission when their planning 
application had been refused. 

• Platinum Jubilee ideas for the Parish. 

• Broadband was under the finance portfolio holder but is now sitting under the planning portfolio 
holder which Cllr Wedgbury believes is a conflict of interest. 

• Traffic light crossing on Moatfield Meadow not working properly. 
 

c. KCC Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr David Robey, Ashford Rural South – Cllr Robey provided an update in person which included the 
following: 

• Tree in Washford Ward. 

• Reconnect programme. 

• Idea of Camera enforcement on bus gates.  

• Continuing to work on getting a Signalised pedestrian crossing on Ashford Road. A survey on traffic 
and pedestrians has been carried out and Cllr Robey is awaiting results.  

• Greater Ashford Land Commission, to try and create planning reasons to limit the amount of 
housing development that goes on within Ashford. 

Cllr Cosgrove asked about traffic calming down Magpie Hall Road highlighting that traffic calming was 
proposed but never shared with the Parish. 
Cllr Robey responded that he would try to find proposals, find out what they said and report back to the 
Parish Council.  

• A resident highlighted the issue of lorries using Bond Lane and Stumble Lane to avoid Church Hill 
and asked if there was something KCC could do. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 14th September 2021. 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the public minutes be signed as a true record. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 3  
Motion moved. 
Cllr Cosgrove raised an observation for the future minutes that only Parish Councillor apologies should 
be noted (Agenda Item 1 To note those, present and receive apologies).  
 
5. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications. 
b. To agree/approve/reject applications.  

St Michael & All Angels Church, Church Hill, Kingsnorth. 
£1000.00 to help with the upkeep of the churchyards  
Cllr Townend proposed that the application be accepted with the condition that receipts are received 
before payment is reimbursed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0   
Motion moved. 
 
6. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within 

a budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  

• Arrange a meeting to discuss the Custodian Trustee contract on the Recreation Centre – Cllr 
Ransley and the Parish Manager have now attended a meeting with the portfolio holder. This will 
be discussed further in closed session under item 18 of the agenda. 

• Angling Society/Park Farm Moat – Fish stocks and silt level surveys will take place on 20th October. 
Action carried forward. 
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• Future of the Conservation Fields – Allotment funding for the latter phase of Bridgefield is 
£114,000.00. There are 10 years to have it committed to be spent from the date the last instalment 
is received. This action is to be moved onto the main agenda for November. 

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – A draft version of 
the drawings have been received and circulated. Parish Manager is looking into ecology surveys 
which are needed for the planning application. Action carried forward.  

• Purchase of a Flagpole to be placed within the Parish. Cllr Ransley has tried to contact the portfolio 
holder twice, will attend an Ashford Borough Council Cabinet meeting. Action carried forward. 

• Planting of trees / flowers around the Parish – Leaflets have now been printed to hand out to 
residents regarding the free bulbs for residents with public facing gardens. Cllr Ransley added that 
there was a tree that got felled on Washford Ward and resident would like it replaced.  

Cllr Hicks suggested a tree be planted in Washford Ward in connection with the Queens Jubilee. Parish 
Manger added a suggestion that a more mature tree also be planted on an area of unused land located on 
the playing fields. 
Cllr Ransley confirmed that there is a budget, and the cost of the trees would fall within it and asked 
Councillors if they were happy to authorise the Parish Manager to purchase two trees. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0   
Motion moved. 

• Meeting with Kingsnorth Primary School to discuss Parish land for a forest school – this item was 
discussed later under main agenda item number 9.  

• Vision Statement on Climate Change – Action carried forward to next meeting.  

• Research public toilets at the Moat (budget item) – Cllr Wedgbury will be mentioning the possibility 
of toilets at the Moat to ABC during his meeting with the portfolio holder. Action carried forward.   

• Play equipment for Kingsnorth playing field (budget item) – Action to be brought back to November 
meeting. Cllr Ransley to look at S106 and Reconnect Scheme prior to meeting. Action carried 
forward.  

• Queens Platinum Jubilee – Activities to celebrate the Queens Jubilee within the Parish. Cllr Ransley 
asked Councillors if anyone wanted to form a working group to discuss ideas. 

Cllr Hicks, Cllr Wedgbury, Cllr P Moss volunteered to be part of the Queens Platinum Jubilee working 
group. 

• Councillor Training – Parish Manager to circulate all available training to Councillors for them to 
decide if they would like to attend.  

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions which they would like to add to the Action Sheet.  

None added. 

 

7. To discuss Parish Councillors having Parish Council branded clothing. 

a. To consider authorising any further action. 

Cllr Townend proposed that the Parish Manager obtains costings of various Parish Council branded 

clothing, lanyards and drafts a guidelines policy. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

 

8. To discuss communication between Councillors in between monthly Council meetings. 

a. To consider authorising any further action. 

Councillors had a discussion around how best to communicate between monthly meetings. 

Cllr Hicks suggested Task and Finish Groups. 

It was agreed between Councillors that communication between meetings will be added to the November 

agenda. 

 

9. To discuss Southern Water issues regarding sewage. 

a. To consider authorising any further action. 

A discussion took place between Councillors that the Parish Council should emphasise that 

infrastructure is needed before development.  

Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the Parish Council support the best infrastructure for residents.  
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Cllr Hicks added that Cllr Cosgrove’s proposal should also be included in the Local Plan when it comes 

forward. 

Cllr Ransley to draft a letter using Cllr Cosgrove’s proposal for the November meeting. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  

Motion moved. 

10. To receive an update on meeting with Kingsnorth Primary school re Forest School location. 
a. Review proposal presented by Kingsnorth Primary school.  
b. To consider authorising any further action. 

Cllr Hicks suggested a possible motion proposal that the Parish Council agree in principle to requests by 
Kingsnorth Primary School to allow Kent Playgroups to erect a new building on the land between the 
boundary of the school and the MUGA, conditions to be brought back to the Parish for consideration and 
to assist the school in its search for more green open space.  
A conversation took place between Councillors and Cllr Wedgbury highlighted a concern with people 
climbing over the fence, accessing the school, and potentially committing arson.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1 

Motion moved. 

11. To discuss potential Winter Drive In event. 
a. To consider authorising any further action. 

Cllr Townend proposed that the Winter Drive in event is agreed with a budget up to £3,000.00 in the first 
instance, with a working group put in place to help with managing the event.  
Cllr Gaurav proposed that a small budget be included for Christmas decorations for the event. 
The Parish Manager added that the office administrator is currently awaiting confirmation from Tesco 
Park Farm allowing us to hold this event in their carpark. If Tesco cannot allow us to hold the event, then 
the Winter Drive in event will not take place this year.  
There was money left in the budget from the summer outdoor cinema event so Cllr Townend amended 
his proposal. 
Cllr Townend proposed that up to £6,000.00 be allocated to the winter cinema event with a working 
group put in place to help with budgeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND           SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9            ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1 

Motion moved. 

 

12. Financial Matters 

a. To receive the September Finance Report Documents. 
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the September Finance 
report.  
None raised. 
 

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payment. 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they were happy to propose that £70,000.00 be moved from the 
Natwest account into the Nationwide account so that there is not so much money in one account. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY        SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8           ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1  ABSTENTIONS - 1 

Motion moved. 

c. To receive an update on the new bank accounts. 
Parish Manager circulated a report to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that a single account be opened. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY          SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10       ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 

d. To consider purchase of a trailer to transport mower. 
The Parish Manager circulated a report prior to the meeting. 
Councillors asked question on the trailer which the Parish Manager responded to. 
Cllr Hicks abstained due to currently having a trailer to sell. 
Cllr Cosgrove proposed quote 2  
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE          SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9           ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 

e. Consider sending maintenance team on chainsaw course. 
The Parish Manager had circulated a report to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the maintenance team attend the chainsaw course. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
Cllr S Moss raised required Health & Safety and full training on equipment to the Parish Manager, Parish 
Manager noted Cllr S Moss comments.  
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13. Planning Matters 

a. To consider all planning application received. 
The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Application Number: 21/01660/AS    
Address: 105 Ryeland Way, Kingsnorth, Ashford, TN25 7FU    
Proposal: Single-storey rear extension   
Ward: Bridgefield Ward  
Comments:  Support 
 
Application Number: 11/00473/COAH/AS  
Address: Land at Cheesemans Green, Cheesemans Green Lane, Kingsnorth, Kent    
Proposal: Discharge of conditions 15 (Earth Works) & 23 (Construction method statement)   
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: Application already determined 

 
Application Number: 21/01721/AS  
Address: Upper Bilham House, Cheesemans Green Lane, Mersham, Ashford, Kent, TN25 7HY   
Proposal: Change of use of agricultural land to provide yard area expansion to afford access; erection of 
security fencing & gates and provision of new site access roadway   
Ward: Mersham, Kingsnorth 
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested Object – The Parish Council has concerns about the proposed 

new access point together with the much greater frequency of use which will occur. The borough 

Council should request visibility splays. The high fencing proposed would be visible from a long 

distance and no screening planting is proposed. No net increase in ground levels should be 

secured by condition to avoid loss of floodplain storage. 

Cllr Hicks disagreed and suggested support. Cllr Ransley suggested the Parish Council move on 

to the rest of the planning applications and revisit 21/01721/AS at the end. 

Application Number: 21/01775/AS   
Address: 54 Washford Farm Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent, TN23 5YB   
Proposal: Proposed single storey side and rear extension  
Ward: Washford Ward  
Comments: No objection 
 
Application Number: 21/01764/AS    
Address:   Land East of Railway Line, Hamstreet Bypass, Kingsnorth (land North of Bridgefield)  

Proposal: The creation of a Public Footpath, Bridleway, Cyclepath and ass. Landscaping.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield  
Comments: Support   
 
9pm  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed the suspension of standing orders in that no meeting should last more 
than two hours.   
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they agree with all suggested planning applications other that 21/01721 
which was discussed further.  
No Councillors disagreed.  
 
Application Number: 21/01721/AS  
Address: Upper Bilham House, Cheesemans Green Lane, Mersham, Ashford, Kent, TN25 7HY   
Proposal: Change of use of agricultural land to provide yard area expansion to afford access; erection of 
security fencing & gates and provision of new site access roadway   
Ward: Mersham, Kingsnorth 
Cllr Hicks proposed no objection but concerns about access.  
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A conversation then took place on the site and application between Councillors.  
Cllr Wedgbury seconded Cllr Hicks proposal.  
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 2  
Motion moved. 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions were noted. 
 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
Cllr Ransley reported that two appeals have been received for Washford Farm.  
Cllr Ransley proposed that he will elaborate on the Parish Councils past comments and circulate to 
Councillors over the next couple of weeks for approval before submitting to ABC Planning.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10 ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS – 0 
 

d. Any other planning matters. 
None 
 
14. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the 
publication of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

None received.  
b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any 

action. 
None received.  
Cllr Cosgrove asked for a consultation on the traffic light system works by Finberry (MacDonald’s 
roundabout).  
 
15. Parish Manager Report. 
The Parish Manager may provide any updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) on the work of the 
Parishes Officers since the last meeting. 
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
 
16. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Parish Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from 
their Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
 
Cllr Hicks submitted the following report prior to the meeting which was circulated to all Councillors.  
On 3rd September I attended the Merchant Navy Day Flag ceremony and took part in the service outside 
the Civic Centre 
  
On 7th Sept I attended the Joint Transportation Board in person 
Much time was spent talking about the speed and noise on the A 2070. It appears that there was not a 
high level of speeding, but the noise factor gave that impression. We were told this is mainly due to smaller 
engine motorbikes having their exhausts noise enhanced, and mainly caused by a younger group of 
bikers.  It was suggested that education would be a way forward. There were several agencies there 
including Mr Evans from Highways England who said they were limited in their approach to the problem. 
Sussex Police have Acoustic Cameras. 
It was suggested by Christine Drury that this problem needed a Multi-Agency Task Group to form a 
strategy. As they did this with the Lorry Parking problems and had a good result. 
There was also an update on the Sevington Inland Border Facility.  The green belt across the site to 
provide a view form Mersham Church to Sevington Church should be completed within a couple of weeks. 
They will be ready form 1st Jan to take animals and have employed 17 vets.  Lighting can be automatically 
dimmed to avoid light pollution.  The temporary signage will be improved when permanent. 
Full report available on ABC website. 
  
9th Sept - took part in the Speed-Watch session along Magpie Hall Road. 
  
On 21st September I took part in the Teams meeting of the Community Stakeholders Group 
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The Primary school should be ready for pupils after half term.  There are currently 150 pupils. Access is 
difficult so pupils can only access the school on foot. KCC had anticipated that by this time there would 
have been 1000 houses built. The road infrastructure across the estate is very behind. 
I highlighted the sewerage problems that had been experienced at Stubbs Cross the previous week. 
The CMO has now had its second AGM (30/9/21) and they were looking to recruit a resident onto the 
board. 
The cabin office for the CMO still had not been delivered. 
There is to be a Transport Strategy for the Chilmington site and consultants have been appointed 
There was a need for a post-box on the site. 
  
22nd Sept KALC meeting on Zoom 
Much time was spent talking about a possible motion for the AGM, but it was decided not to pursue. 
Some members were not happy with the apparent lack of consultation by ABC 
They also did not like the removal of some comments on planning applications. 
I asked for the experience of any parishes with getting a 20mph speed limit as is requested by one of our 
residents on Church Hill. 
There was no concrete suggestion, but it was reported the Leader has said he will support 30mph in 
Villages and 20mph around schools. 
 
Cllr Townend congratulated and thanked the Community Café Volunteers on behalf of the Parish Council, 
for all their hard work on organising the Macmillan Coffee Day at the Café which raised £330. 
 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they would like to be on the working group for the proposed Winter 
Cinema event – Cllr Giles, Cllr Townend, Cllr S Moss, Cllr P Moss all volunteered.  
 
17. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 

• Allotments  

• Noticeboards 

• Village Green sign 

• Parish Council branded clothing proposals and guidelines 

• Jubilee plans / working group 

• Town Council research  
 

b. To assign Councillors, or others, to the Parish Action Sheet to prepare items for future agenda(s). 
 
18. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 9th November 2021.  

 

Cllr Ransley announced that the Parish Council will now move to a closed session.   
Under the public bodies admission to meetings act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and 
broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of 
business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted.  
All members of the public, and members of staff (excluding the Parish Manager) left the meeting.   
 

There being no further business, Cllr Ransley closed the main meeting at 9.16pm  

 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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