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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 11th April 2023. 

   Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

Present: Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Kumar Gaurav, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Aline Hicks, Cllr Stuart Moss 

(joined meeting at 7.05pm), Cllr Patricia Moss (joined meeting at 7.05pm), Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr 

Ben Townend (Vice Chair), Cllr Wedgbury (joined meeting at 7.24pm). 

Also, present: Fraser Curry (Grounds and Maintenance Assistant), Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), 

Marie Russell (Assistant Clerk – Admin), 4 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
Cllr Wedgbury informed Parish office staff that he would be slightly late joining the meeting.  
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Ransley declared an interest on two planning applications due to disagreeing with Ashford Borough 
Councils decisions and seeking legal advice, (PA/2022/2669 and PA/2022/2772) Cllr Ransley added that 
he will leave the room if Councillors choose to comment on the applications.  
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
Two residents spoke regarding their issues / concerns on a document relating to Finn Farm Road. 
 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr Neil Shorter, Washford – No report received. 
 
Cllr Trish Cornish, Park Farm North – No report received.  
  
Cllr Tina Hayes, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – No report received.  
  
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – attended the meeting and updated attendees on the following: 

• Coronation Street Party at the Limes Community Garden on Monday 8th May from 12pm – 4pm. 
  
Cllr Jim Wedgbury, Park Farm South – No report received.  
 

b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr David Robey – No report received. 
 
Cllr Ransley suggested that agenda item 13. D. V (Traffic Regulation Order on Bridgefield) is moved to 
the next item on the agenda – Councillors agreed. 
Cllr Townend proposed that since the time of the planning application, working patterns have changed 
with more people working from home. Would like traffic lights re-surveyed and the traffic modelling 
revisited.  
Cllr Cosgrove seconded Cllr Townend’s proposal.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 4   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1  ABSTENTIONS - 3  
Motion moved. 
Cllr Hicks made a counter proposal that the application should be supported by the Parish Council but that 
it should not be implemented until such a time as there is main road going directly through Finberry directly 
onto the A2070. 
No Councillors seconded Cllr Hicks proposal.  
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3. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 14th March 2023. 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
Cllr S Moss proposed that the public minutes be signed as a true record. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR S MOSS  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in March 2023. 
None received. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within 

a budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Parish Manager 
has put together an email to Ashford Borough Council which pulls together all the issues which the 
Parish Council are awaiting response to.  Action open.  

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – The route which 
runs East of Park Farm and West of Bridgefield is underway for the transfer. Parish Manager has 
put together an email to Ashford Borough Council which pulls together all the issues which the 
Parish Council are awaiting response to. Action open.  

• Climate Change working group – Next meeting to take place after Elections in May. Action open.  
• Kingsnorth Parish boundary marking – remove from action sheet and review the Highways 

improvement plan in September on the main agenda. Remove action.  
• Country Fayre 2023 – All plans are going well. Action open.  
• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Parish Manager has put together an email to Ashford Borough 

Council which pulls together all the issues which the Parish Council are awaiting response to Action 
open.  

• Tree Preservation and development –Tree Officer will attend Parish Council meeting in June. Tree 
Officer would like questions prior to attending the meeting. Action open.   

• Moat – will be discussed under agenda item 8.a. Action open. 
• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – will be discussed under agenda item 

7.a. Action open.  
• Litter picking – Maintenance & Grounds team have been litter picking Kingsnorth playing fields, 

Village Hall carpark, Church Hill, and the Village Green. Action open.  
• Allotments – Parish Manager has contacted Ashford Borough Council and asked for suggested 

specification for the allotments and then as agreed during the last meeting, a meeting will then be 
held with residents who have expressed an interest in an allotments group. Action open. 

• Signage on cycle paths – will be discussed under agenda item 14.b.i. Action open. 
 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
None added. 
 
6. Kingsnorth Recreation Centre update.  

a. To consider / review legal advice provided and to authorise any further action. 
A letter containing legal advice had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
The Parish Manager suggested that he contacts Ashford Borough Council Officers and Legal team dealing 
with the Recreation Centre and ask that the surrender document be revised to include no liability to the 
Parish Council. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
7. Relocation of Parish Office. 

a. To consider the recommendations made by the Parish Office Relocation Working Group 
and authorise any further action. 

A report on the relocation of the Parish Office and quote options had been circulated to all Councillors prior 
to the meeting.  
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Cllr Townend updated Councillors on discussions from the working group meeting which had taken place 
prior to the meeting.  
Cllr Wedgbury joined the meeting at 7.24pm. 
Discussions took place between Councillors.  
Cllr Ransley proposed the Parish Council seek pre-application advice from Ashford Borough Council on 
the location and then at the next meeting option 2 is brought back as a lease option and a buy option 
including some of the extra costs which Cllr Cosgrove suggested. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
Cllr Wedgbury commented that he would abstain as he was not present during the whole conversation on 
this agenda item.  
Cllr Cosgrove recommended that another working group be held in two weeks’ time – working group 
members agreed.  
 
8. Fishing at the Moat. 

a. Update on the petition and to authorise any further action. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that this item be deferred until May. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
Cllr Townend proposed that the Parish Manager re-send the link to the survey to social media groups 
stating the number of signatures that are required.  
No Councillors seconded. 
 
9. To review policies and re-adopt. 

a. Financial Regulations. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that a working group review this document and bring back on as an agenda item 
for May meeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. Safeguarding Policy. 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the Safeguarding Policy be re-adopted. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

c. Community Grant Policy. 
Cllr Townend proposed that the Community Grant Policy be re-adopted. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
10. Parish Information Boards. 

a. To see draft ideas for information to be included on Parish Information board/s and authorise 
any further action.  

Documents were circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Discussions took place between Councillors. 
Cllr Hicks proposed that three information boards be purchased. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
 
11. Parish Footpaths Updates. 

a. Footpath Map 
b. To provide a verbal update, authorise any invoices or quotes relating to Footpath A. 
c. To authorise any invoices or quotes relating to Footpath D. 

Cllr Ransley provided an update that solicitors are still in communication with landowners.  
 
12. Financial matters.  
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a. Finance report.  
i. To receive the March Finance Report Documents.  
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the March Finance report.  
None raised by Councillors. 
 

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that invoices totalling £29,692.74 be authorised for payment, less £6,500.00 which 
is to be paid in May.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  

Motion moved.  

c. Staff training requirements for 2023/24. 

Report had been circulated to all Councillors prior to meeting. 

Cllr Ransley proposed the Parish Manager look more into option 2 of the playground safety course. 

Cllr Ransley proposed that the Parish Council delegate authority to the Parish Manager to pursue option 

2 on the Playground Inspection course, assuming he can get sufficient members signed up, if not option 
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1 should be selected. The Maintenance staff budget is increased to £3,200.00. Office staff training and 

any other training is delegated to the staffing committee. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  

Motion moved.  

 

d. To review revised budget for 2023 / 24. 

Cllr Ransley proposed the changes to the maintenance budget. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  

Motion moved.  

 

e. Review and approve quote for Kingsnorth playing fields improvements. 

Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the quotation for the Kingsnorth Playing fields be approved.  

PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  

Motion moved.  

 

13. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (deferred from March meeting)  
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 
landscaping, layout, scale and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 
DP3 – Main AAP Phase 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.  
Ward:   
Comments:  Councillor Ransley suggests – Defer until May 
 
Application Number: PA/2022/2669 (deferred from March meeting)  
Address: Land off Norman Road and Romney Marsh Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 0SD  
Proposal: Development of 90 one and two bedroom apartments in three buildings, new vehicular and 
pedestrian access, internal access road, footpaths and car parking, earthworks, creation of a new section 
of active floodplain and floodplain compensation for the development, sustainable drainage systems, 
parkland open space and hard and soft landscaping.  
Ward:   
Comments:  Cllr Ransley suggests – Defer to May 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they would like to comment on this application and he would 
leave room due to declaration of interest – Councillors chose to defer application to May meeting. 
 
Application Number: 21/01595/AS  
Address: Waterbrook Park, Waterbrook Avenue, Sevington, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved matters application to consider access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 
pursuant to outline planning permission 18/00098/AS for the development of 364 dwellings, a 
convenience/farm shop/ café building, wetland area, landscaping, open space, drainage, parking and 
other associated infrastructure Additional Documentation Submitted - Amended description. Amended 
plans submitted 400 dwellings reduced to 364, new on-site public open space and detailed changes.  
Ward:   
Comments:  Cllr Ransley suggests – The Parish Council objects as we do not believe that the 
hydraulic modelling for this area of the Stour Catchment is sufficiently robust given the changes 
in topology and features introduced. The applicant has not tested the proposed design in a 
reservoir breach scenario to provide a before development and after development comparison. 
This is necessary to demonstrate no increased risk to existing residents near the floodplain in this 
area.  
 
Application Number: PA/2023/0492  
Address: Chene, Stumble Lane, Kingsnorth, TN23 3EZ  
Proposal: Erection of front dormer window and side Dutch gable (part retrospective)  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggests – no objection. 
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Application Number: NOT/2023/0566  
Address: Reed Crescent Streetworks, Reed Crescent, Park Farm, Ashford, TN23 3RG  
Proposal: Prior Notification for proposed telecommunications installation: Proposed 15.0m Phase 8 
Monopole and associated ancillary works.  
Ward: Park Farm South  
Will be discussed during agenda item 13.d.i. 
 
Application Number: PA/2023/0495  
Address: The Homelands, Ashford Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN26 1NJ  
Proposal: Proposed nine dwellings and associated landscaping.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggests – Defer due to Purdah  
 
Cllr Ransley proposed that the comments on the planning application be accepted. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
None. 

d. Any other planning matters. 
i. Letter received re Mobile Phone Mast in Park Farm South. 

Cllr Wedgbury proposed responding to the application with alternative locations due to the proposed 
location being a traffic hazard. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 8  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 

ii. Planning comment on Brompton application – PA/2022/2772. 
Cllr Ransley had declared an interest in this application. Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they would like 
to comment or defer, Councillors agreed to defer comments until May.  

iii. Consider potential planning comment on Otterpool Development. 
Cllr Ransley reported that the Otterpool development had been decided during Purdah. 

iv. Kingsnorth Green Planning comment. 
Cllr Hicks proposed that the Parish Council defer comments, due to Purdah until May and arrange a 
meeting with residents.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  
 ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

v. Traffic regulation order on Bridgefield. 
This item had been brought forward earlier on the agenda.  

 
14. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the 
publication of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

i. Planting a tree in Kingsnorth Community Orchard (Stubbs Cross WI). 
Cllr Hicks declared an interest as part of the Stubbs Cross WI. 
Cllr Ransley suggested that a letter be written to the WI informing them that Kingsnorth Parish Council will 
be replanting any dead trees in the Community Orchard and ask if they would like to plan an event during 
harvest and allowing the WI to have a plaque on one of the fruit trees.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR S MOSS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any 
action. 

i. Letter to Kent Country Council re Cycle paths in the Parish.  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the letter be sent to Kent County Council. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 



 

3059  

 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
15. Parish Manager Report. 

a. March Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
No Councillors raised any comments on the Parish Manager report.  
 
16. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Parish Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from 
their Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury reported that he had seen a live dormouse on Park Farm and also found a wild bees nest. 
 
17. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 
b. To assign Councillors, or others, to the Parish Action Sheet to prepare items for future 

agenda(s). 
 
18. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 16th May 2023  

 

There being no further business, Cllr Ransley closed the main meeting at 8.26pm.  

 

 

 
Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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