
 

3067  

 

 
KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 13th June 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Alison Breese, Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Heather Hayward 

(Vice Chair), Cllr Aline Hicks, Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr James Ransley, Cllr Ben Townend, Cllr Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Fraser Curry (Grounds and Maintenance Assistant), Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), 

Matthew O’Neill (Grounds and Maintenance Supervisor), Marie Russell (Assistant Clerk – Admin), 6 

members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To Elect Parish Council Chair. 
Cllr Hicks proposed that Cllr Jones be elected as Chair. 
Cllr Cosgrove seconded. 
 
Cllr Giles proposed that Cllr Ransley be elected as Chair. 
Cllr Townend seconded. 
 
Councillors voted by show of hands: 
Cllr Jones received 5 votes. 
Cllr Ransley received 5 votes. 
 
Vice Chair had deciding vote and voted in favour of Cllr Ransley. 
 
Cllr Ransley was elected Chair and proceeded with the meeting. 
 
2. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
All Parish Councillors were present. 
 
3. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is Chair of the Kingsnorth Village Hall committee and the Community Lead on the South 
Ashford Garden Community. 
Cllr Heather Hayward is the Borough Council representative on the CMO organisation for the South 
Ashford Garden Community. 
Cllr Giles is a Member Liaison for Home Start in Ashford. 
Cllr Ransley is leader of Consensus which is registered with the Electoral Commission. 
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  

None. 
 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – submitted apologies to the Parish office prior to the meeting.  
   
Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – Nothing to report.  
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Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – submitted his apologies along with a report which 
was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
      
Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – reported on the following:  

• Park Farm Play Park update. 

• Dragon Art. 

• Eurostar petition. 

• Community Engagement. 

• Litter pick. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – reported on the following: 

•  Ward Member Grant Scheme. 
 

b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr David Robey – submitted his apologies along with a report which was circulated to all Councillors prior 
to the meeting. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Cllr Ransley proposed that planning application PA/2023/0715 be moved 
forward on the agenda due to members of the public attending solely for this agenda item. 
 
Cllr Hicks had drafted an email for the application and read it out to all Council members and members of 
the public. 
Discussions took place between Councillors and members of the public. 
 
Cllr Ransley proposed that the Parish Council arrange a meeting with Great Chart and Shadoxhurst Parish 
Councils and that residents put their thoughts together to draft a comment which will then be sent to 
Ashford Borough Council. 
Cllr Ransley added a second part to his proposal that the Parish Council submit their comments on the 
planning application with the additions requested by Cllr Hicks.  

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 16th May 2023. 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
5. To appoint Councillors or representatives to the following outside bodies/Parish Council 

Committees. 
a. KALC (Ashford Area) – Cllr Cosgrove confirmed that he would like to be the appointed Councillor. 
b. Staffing Committee – Cllr Hicks confirmed that she would like to remain on the staffing committee. 

All Councillors agreed. 
 

6. Parish Community Grant Applications.  
a. To review community grant applications submitted in May 2023. 

i. Kingsnorth Village Hall. 
Reason for grant application – Kitchen refurbishment. 
Total grant requested - £4,000.00. 

b. To agree / approve / reject applications.  
Cllr Hicks proposed that the grant application be agreed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
7. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
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c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 
budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 

The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Parish Manager 
had put together an email to Ashford Borough Council which pulls together all the issues which the 
Parish Council are awaiting response to.  Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – The route which 
runs East of Park Farm and West of Bridgefield is underway for the transfer. Parish Manager had 
put together an email to Ashford Borough Council which pulls together all the issues which the 
Parish Council are awaiting response to. Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – on the main agenda.  Action open.    

• Country Fayre 2023 – on the main agenda. Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Parish Manager has received a response from ABC stating that 
it is down to KCC. Action open.    

• Tree Preservation and development – on the main agenda.  Action open.     

• Moat – on the main agenda.  Action open.   

• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – on the main agenda.  Action open.    

• Litter picking – The Parish Manager will provide a map for the next Parish Council meeting in July 
detailing where has been litter picked. Action open.    

• Letters be written to retiring Parish Councillors thanking them for their service – The Parish 
Manager produced the letter which all Councillors signed. Action completed. 

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
Cllr Hicks requested that Homelands grant application update be added. 
 
8. Civility and Respect Pledge. 

a. To pass a resolution to sign up to the civility and respect pledge. 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that this item be deferred to the next meeting for more clarification. 
Cllr Breese and Cllr Hayward proposed that the Parish Manager completes an audit and brings findings 
back to a future Parish Council meeting. 
PROPOSED BY CLLRS BREESE AND HAYWARD SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
9. Report on South Ashford Garden Community. 

a. To agree next steps and authorise any further action. 
Cllr Breese reported on the South Ashford Garden community. 
 
20.07 Cllr Townend left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Breese proposed that a link to the South Ashford Garden Community be placed on the Parish 
Council website. 
Cllr Breese second part of her proposal was that a strategic planning meeting be held and as a Parish 
Council decide what the Parish Council strategic priorities are, from that develop community 
development.   
The Parish Manager is to liaise with Cllr Breese. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
10. Kingsnorth Country Fayre. 

a. Update on Kingsnorth Country Fayre 2023.  
b. To agree date and outline budget for Kingsnorth Country Fayre 2024.  

The Parish Clerk (admin) and the Parish Manager reported on the Country Fayre 2023. 
Cllr Hicks commented that the Parish Staff did an excellent job of running the whole event and thanked 
them for their hard work. 
Cllr Breese proposed that the date be agreed as Saturday 25th May 2024 and that a budget of up to 
£20,000.00 be agreed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
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Motion moved. 
 
11. Kingsnorth Parish Christmas Event. 

a. To agree booking of attractions for the Christmas Event. 
Councillors agreed to the Parish staff booking attractions for the Christmas Event 2023. 
 
12. Kingsnorth Parish Council Working Groups. 

a. To consider membership of the following Parish Council Working Groups. 
i. Climate Change  

Cllr Ransley, Cllr Giles, and Cllr Wedgbury. 
ii. Kingsnorth Country Fayre  

Cllr Wedgbury, Cllr Giles, and Cllr Hicks. 
Cllr Cosgrove asked that the name of this working group be changed to Kingsnorth Events – all 
Councillors agreed.  

iii. Parish Office Relocation Group 
Cllr Townend, Cllr Cosgrove, and Cllr Hicks. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that the working group members be agreed as discussed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
13. Relocation of Parish Office. 

a. To consider, agree and authorise the type of Parish Office to purchase.  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the original office option be agreed. 
 
Cllr Hicks proposed that the second office option be agreed. 
Cllr Breese seconded the motion. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury seconded Cllr Cosgrove’s motion. 

 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR BREESE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 4   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 4  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
14. Fishing at the Moat. 

a. Update on the petition and to authorise any further action. 
Conversations took place between Councillors. 
 
9.00pm Cllr Cosgrove proposed the suspension of standing orders. 
Cllr Ransley seconded the motion. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
Cllr Hayward suggested that she takes this action away to Borough Councillors (Cllr Hayward, Cllr Giles, 
Cllr Townend, Cllr McGeever, and Cllr Hallett) and between them find the relevant officers, Cllr Hayward 
will then report back at the next Parish Council meeting.  
Councillors noted Cllr Haywards suggestion. 
 
15. Trees in Kingsnorth. 

a. To review Ashford Borough Council’s response to our questions on trees.  
Cllr Hicks reported on a meeting she had attended. 
Cllrs noted Cllr Hicks report. 
 
16. Financial matters.  

a. Finance report.  
i. To receive the May Finance Report Documents.  
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the May Finance report.  
None raised by Councillors. 
 

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that invoices be paid. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 8  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 1  

Motion moved. 
 

c. To approve Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022-2023. 
i. To confirm annual statements 2022/2023. 

Cllr Ransley read through the Annual Governance statement to ensure that all Councillors agreed with all 
points. 
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that Cllr Ransley sign the document. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 

ii. To confirm accounting statements 2022/2023. 
Cllr Ransley read through the Accounting Statements to ensure that all Councillors agreed with all points. 
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that Cllr Ransley sign the document. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 

iii. To review Internal Auditor’s comments. 
Councillors noted comments from the Internal Auditor. 

d. To agree Council member/s to be appointed to verify bank reconciliation on a quarterly basis. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that it is not the Chair or Vice Chair that are appointed and that members are 
appointed from West to East from their Parish Wards. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR CLARKE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
  

e. To authorise the list of regular payments from the Parish Council.  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the list of regular payments be authorised. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR BREESE 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  



 

3077  

 

Motion moved.  

 

17. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from May meeting)  
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 
landscaping, layout, scale and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 
DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.  
Ward:   
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested that the Parish Councill have a meeting to discuss. 
Application Number: PA/2022/2669 (Deferred from May meeting)  
Address: Land off Norman Road and Romney Marsh Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 0SD  
Proposal: Development of 90 one and two bedroom apartments in three buildings, new vehicular and 
pedestrian access, internal access road, footpaths and car parking, earthworks, creation of a new section 
of active floodplain and floodplain compensation for the development, sustainable drainage systems, 
parkland open space and hard and soft landscaping.  
Ward:   
Comments:  Cllr Ransley invited Councillors to bring their comments back to the next meeting. 
Application Number: PA/2023/0495 (Deferred from May meeting)  
Address: The Homelands, Ashford Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN26 1NJ  
Proposal: Proposed nine dwellings and associated landscaping.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village.  
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested that the Parish Council have an initial discussion before 
drafting a comment.  
Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Council comment be ‘On the basis that the money is reinvested in 
the stadium the Parish Council is supportive of the application’. 
Cllr Hayward seconded the motion. 
Cllr Ransley commented that a vote on all application comments will be taken at the end of the planning 
application summaries. 
Application Number: PA/2023/0715 (Deferred from May meeting)  
Address: Chilmington Green, Land to west of Chilmington Green Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Proposed construction of a Wastewater Treatment Plant, associated landscaping, and proposed 
vehicular access from Chilmington Green Road  
Ward:   
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested comment: The Parish Council objects to this application but 
is currently unable to make a detailed comment in key areas due to the large gaps in the evidence 
base. The Parish Council requests that they are reconsulted following receipt of any of these-  

• Odour contour modelling for the site  
• Flood modelling to demonstrate no increased risk to the Beult catchment. 
• Water cycle study to include, the lost volumes to the Stour catchment (the ecological 

implications of reduced water levels within the river and at Stodmarsh) and compliance with 
Local Plan policy ENV7  

• Ecological surveys for protected species  
• Ecological mitigation strategy  
• The applicant's legal basis for assuming that they can drop in this material change to the 

original Chilmington permission without rendering the original permission void and 
therefore remove the need for this scheme (in light of the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Hillside Parks Ltd v Snowdonia National Park authority 2021). 

Application Number: PA/2023/0957  
Address: 25, Cheesemans Green Lane, Kingsnorth, TN25 7EX  
Proposal: Vehicle crossover, parking and single storey side extension to form garage  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village.  
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested that the Parish Council Object, the proposed development 
represents overdevelopment of the site and does not provide sufficient visibility splays to provide 
safe access.  
Application Number: NOT/2023/1007  
Address: Consort Frozen Foods Ltd Unit 22a, Wotton Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 6LN  
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Proposal: Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed installation of Solar PV to 
existing roof slopes. The solar installation will comprise a total of 360 panels (855sq.m.), producing 
180KWp Output. 
Ward: Near Parish  
Comments: Cllr Ransley suggested comment: Support  
 
Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they were happy to propose as discussed, the comments on each 
planning application. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the comments on the planning applications be accepted. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
Kingsnorth Green Appeal. 

d. Any other planning matters. 
i. To authorise a member to update or summarise the Parish Council comments as 

necessary and speak and /or provide a video to Ashford’s Planning Committee 
when the application is considered. 

Cllr Ransley was authorised by Council members.  
ii. To consider applying for rule 6 status on the Kingsnorth Green Planning Appeal. 

Cllr Ransley explained rule 6 status. 
Council member agreed to applying for rule 6 status. 

iii. To discuss whether the Parish Council wish to appoint any consultants for the 
Kingsnorth Green planning appeal and authorise any further action.  

Cllr Wedgbury proposed the action as discussed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
18. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the publication 
of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action. 
i. To consider requesting a meeting with Tracey Kerly, Ashford Borough Council Chief 

Executive, regarding Ashford Borough Council outstanding matters.  
Cllr Hicks proposed that a letter of outstanding matters be sent to Ashford Borough Council. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
19. Parish Manager Report. 

a. May Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
No Councillors raised any comments on the Parish Manager report.  
 
20. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Parish Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from 
their Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
Cllr Hicks reported on the following: 

• Homelands trophy presentation. 

• Joint transportation board meeting. 
 
21. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 
Cllr Hicks asked that an update on the Homelands Grant be added. 

b. To assign Councillors, or others, to the Parish Action Sheet to prepare items for future agenda(s). 
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22. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 11th July 2023  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 9.36pm and moved into closed 

Session.  

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 

 

 

Closed Session. 

 

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public, and representatives of the 

press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items 

of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted.  

 

23. Authorise changes to Kingsnorth Parish Council Bank Mandates. 
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