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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish 

Council Held on Tuesday 11th July 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

Present: Cllr Alison Breese, Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Heather Hayward (Vice Chair), Cllr 

Aline Hicks, Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben Townend, Cllr Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Matthew O’Neill (Grounds and Maintenance 

Supervisor), Marie Russell (Assistant Clerk – Admin), 3 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the
meeting.
Cllr Giles submitted her apologies to the Parish office prior to the meeting.

2. To receive declarations of Interest.
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW.
Cllr Breese is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community.
Cllr Heather Hayward is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community.

Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch, Ashford District) introduced himself to Councillors and members of the 
public and explained his role. 

Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports

Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – submitted apologies to the Parish office prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – No report.  

Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – reported on the following: 
Kingsnorth Village 

• Kingsnorth Green planning application meeting.

• Kingsnorth Medical Practice planning application meeting.
Bridgefield 

• Swings at Spar shop.

• Snag list for outstanding park/ground works.

• Litter pick.

• Graffiti at large park.
Cllr McGeever attended a meeting between Borough Councillors and Jo Fox at Ashford Borough Council 
regarding the Park Farm Moat. Details of this meeting will be presented to Parish Councillors during the 
August Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – submitted her apologies along with a report which was circulated to 
all Parish Councillors prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 12. 
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b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr David Robey – reported on the following: 

• KCC budget pressures. 

• Community Wardens. 

• Consultation on Family Hubs. 

• Expression of interest on a devolution deal. 

• Operation Brock. 

• Salt bins. 

• Trying to get nuclear reactors back into Dungeness.  
Cllr Robey responded to questions from Councillors.  
 
A resident asked question relating to streetlights and access/footpaths on Bridgefield. 
Conversations took place. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 13th June 2023 and Extraordinary Meeting held on Monday 3rd 

July 2023. 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
Cllr Wedgbury requested that an amendment be made under ‘Verbal reports for Borough Councillors’, 
removing from Cllr Giles’ report ‘Cllr Giles answered questions from Councillors’. 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record on the condition of the amendment. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR BREESE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
To approve the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Monday 3rd July 2023 and if in order sign as 
a true record. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 4   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 5  
Motion moved. 

 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in June 2023. 
b. To agree / approve / reject applications.  

No applications received. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Parish Council are 
awaiting response.  Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – Parish Council 
are awaiting response. Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – meeting to be arranged.  Action open.    

• Events Working Group – meeting to be arranged. Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – response received, will appear on the agenda for the August 
Parish Council meeting.  Action open.    

• Moat – Borough Councillors attended a meeting with ABC and will present a report to the Chair 
and Parish Manager. The Chair and Parish Manager will then decide if the report is ready to come 
to full Council. Action open.   

• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – Planning application has been 
submitted and verified. Kingsnorth Primary school has objected to the application. Chair has 
contacted Kingsnorth School to try to arrange a meeting to discuss their concerns. Action open.    

• Litter picking – litter picked areas are listed in the Parish Managers report which was circulated to 
all Councillors prior to the meeting. Action open.    

• Homelands grant update – Homelands have now received the grant. Action complete. 
 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
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None added. 
 
6. Civility and Respect Pledge. 

a. To consider a resolution to sign up to the civility and respect pledge based on the report provided. 
Discussions took place between Councillors. 
Cllr Hayward proposed that the Parish Council sign up to the civility and respect pledge with a view to 
word something better in the future. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HAYWARD   SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 5   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 2  ABSTENTIONS - 2  
Motion moved. 
 
7. Stumble Lane and Steeds Lane proposed 30mph reduction scheme. 

a. To consider recommendations from Traffic survey carried out by Kent County Council on Stumble 
Lane and Steeds Lane. 

Discussions took place between Councillors. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that the Parish Council, as part of the Kingsnorth Green appeal, seeks for the 
speed limit to be reduced to 30mph as part of the section 106 agreement.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
8. Financial matters.  

a. Finance report.  
i. To receive the June Finance Report Documents.  
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the June Finance report.  
Cllr Breese asked when the contract with Kingsnorth School using the MUGA (multi-use games area) is 
up for renewal. 
Cllr Ransley asked Cllr Breese to attend a meeting with him and Kingsnorth Primary school. Cllr 
Breese accepted. 

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments.
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that invoices be paid. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
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c. To consider website hosting and domain management/renewal options. 

Cllr Wedgbury declared an interest as he is a friend of the current hosting company and left room while 

discussions took place. 

Cllr Ransley proposed that the Parish Council agree the sums in option 1 but go for supplier option 2b, if 

there is a domain name cost then the Parish Manager is granted delegated authority to deal with it up to 

the sums of option 1. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 7  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 1  

Motion moved. 

 

9. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from June meeting)  
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 
landscaping, layout, scale and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 
DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.  
Ward:   
Comments: Meeting to be held once the South Ashford Garden Community meeting has taken 
place. 
Application Number: PA/2022/2669 (Deferred from June meeting)   
Address: Land off Norman Road and Romney Marsh Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 0SD   
Proposal: Development of 90 one and two bedroom apartments in three buildings, new vehicular and 
pedestrian access, internal access road, footpaths and car parking, earthworks, creation of a new section 
of active floodplain and floodplain compensation for the development, sustainable drainage systems, 
parkland open space and hard and soft landscaping.   
Ward:    
Comments:  Cllr Hicks is given delegated authority to contact all Councillors via email to agree on 
comments to be submitted. 
Application Number: PA/2023/1036  
Address: Springers, Ashford Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EW  
Proposal: Front extension to provide direct access for disabled occupant.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments:  Support 
Application Number: PA/2023/1103  
Address: 50, Skylark Way, Ashford, TN23 3QH  
Proposal: Proposed loft conversion and single storey rear extension  
Ward: Park Farm South  
Comments: No objection 
Application Number: PA/2023/1154  
Address: Sports Pavillion rear of Kingsnorth Village Hall, Church Hill, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EF  
Proposal: Proposed installation of timber clad cabin  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: No comment given it is the Parish Councils own application. 
 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they were happy to propose the comments as discussed. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury raised concerns on planning application PA/2023/1103 (Skylark Way) 
and proposed that the comment should be changed to: Kingsnorth Parish Council have concerns that this 
application is overdevelopment of the site and have concerns on parking issues. With the condition of this 
amendment Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the comments be agreed as discussed. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 
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c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
i. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  

Kingsnorth Medical Practice appeal is a hearing. Kingsnorth Parish Council are registered with planning 
inspectorate, which has been confirmed. 
Kingsnorth Green application is an enquiry and Kingsnorth Parish Council are registered as a rule 6 party. 
First case management meeting will take place on Monday 17th July.  

ii. To consider authorising a traffic consultant for one or both planning appeals. 
Conversations took place between Councillors. 
Cllr Breese proposed that delegated authority be given to Cllr Ransley and the Parish Manager to authorise 
traffic modelling and ecologist consultants for both planning appeals with a maximum budget of 
£15,000.00.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

d. Any other planning matters. 
None 
 
10. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the publication 
of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

None received. 
b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action. 

Cllr Hicks reported on correspondence received from Stagecoach on bus routes being reduced. 
Cllr Hicks asked if Parish office staff could use social media/website to encourage residents to use the 
buses because the message is “if you don’t use it, you’ll lose it”. 
 
11. Parish Manager Report. 

a. June Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
No Councillors raised any comments on the Parish Manager report.  
 
12. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Parish Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from 
their Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
Cllr Hayward reported on the following: 

• Problems in Knights Park where young people have been climbing on the electricity substation, 
pulling tiles from roof, and throwing them down to footpath. Has been caught on CCTV and reported 
to the police.  

• Attended meeting with Keaveney Group to discuss diggers cutting through Knights Park housing 
estate to gain access to site. 

• Milbank reception centre – issues with drugs, alcohol, antisocial behaviour.  
Cllr Cosgrove reported on the following: 

• Attended the KALC meeting. 

• Digital Skills Workshops/web content accessibility and KCC digital chat rooms. 

• Waste recycling street cleansing.  

• KALC elections 

• Register defibrillators.  
 
13. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 
Cllr Hayward ask that the Moat be added as an agenda item. 

b. To assign Councillors, or others, to the Parish Action Sheet to prepare items for future agenda(s). 
 
14. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 8th August 2023  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 8.58pm. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 


