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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 8th August 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Alison Breese, Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Heather Hayward 

(Vice Chair), Cllr Aline Hicks, Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben Townend, Cllr 

Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Matthew O’Neill (Grounds and Maintenance 

Supervisor), 7 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
No apologies received.  
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community. 
Cllr Heather Hayward is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community also sponsored a 
Park Farm Rangers girls football team.  
Cllr Aline Hicks is Vice Chair of the River Stour Inland Drainage Board and Chair of the Ashford Borough 
Advice Bureau.  
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch, Ashford District) provided an update to Councillors and members of 
the public and following on from his attendance at the July Parish Council meeting. He provided a written 
update prior to the meeting which was circulated to all Council members. 
Cllr Hayward raised a question to Peter New about several issues in her ward that residents have raised 
with her as they are fed up with reporting the issues to Kent Police via 101 or online but nothing is 
happening so have stopped reporting the issues. Cllr Hayward has reported several serious crimes to the 
police including addresses and car registration plates of the offenders, but nothing has happened either. 
Residents and Cllr. Hayward have completed the Kent Crime Commissioner Survey but is at a lose to get 
things heard. Peter New responded saying that any issues such as those raised by Cllr. Hayward should 
be upgraded to a 999 call.  
Cllr. Hicks provided an offer of support to Peter New in her role of a Borough Councillor covering Weald 
South. 

 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – reported on the following:  

• Watering of trees in Washford during summer months.  

• Has been liaising with residents and the Borough Council Tree Officer regrading some trees in the 
ward with TPO’s.  

• Reported some fly tipping in the ward. 

• Updated the Parish on a water leak in the ward which has been report to Southern Water.  
Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – See agenda item 12. 
Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – reported on the following: 
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• Reported on some anti-social behaviour in Park Farm and Bridgefield and is liaising with Peter 
New and others about this issue.  

• Has been in contact with Kent County Council regarding the cuts to buses from Bridgefield and 
has received a response which is being shared with residents.  

• Highlighted the importance of the greensands way which is a 108-mile walking route, and that area 
has parts of it which have been blocked and asked that the Parish Council is aware. 

Cllr. Ransley advised that the Parish staff would be looking to walk as many public rights of way as possible 
as part of the monthly ward focus.  
The Parish Manager advised members that any issues with public rights of way can be reported on the 
Kent County Council website,  

• Provided an update on the vandalised bin in Bridgefield which is due to be replaced in the coming 
weeks.  

Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – submitted a written report which was circulated to all Parish 
Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 12. 

  
b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 

 
Cllr David Robey – reported on the following: 

• KCC budget pressures. 

• Community Wardens. 

• Consultation on Family Hubs. 

• Expression of interest on a devolution deal. 

• Operation Brock. 

• Salt bins. 

• Trying to get nuclear reactors back into Dungeness.  
Cllr Robey responded to questions from Councillors.  
 
A resident asked questions relating to streetlights and access/footpaths on Bridgefield. 
Conversations took place. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 11th July 2023.  
 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
Cllr Ransley requested that an amendment be made which was a small typo which was shared with the 
Parish Manager.  
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HAYWARD  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in July 2023. 
b. To agree / approve / reject applications.  

 
The Parish Council received a community grant application from Park Farm Rangers FC to support the 
purchase of kits. The application was discussed and questions from councillors were received by the 
representative in attendance from Park Farm Rangers FC and answer.  
 
Cllr. Hicks proposed that the Parish Council accept the grant application for £1,560.00. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
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The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Parish Council are 
awaiting response. The Parish Manager will circulate the previous emails sent to Ashford Borough 
Council officers to Borough Councillors McGeever and Giles as the officer leading the project has 
left the Council. Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – Parish Council 
are awaiting response. Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – meeting to be arranged. Meeting due to take place prior to the 
September meeting. Cllr Jones to be added to the working group.  Action open.    

• Events Working Group – meeting to be arranged in early September. Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – response received, will appear on the agenda for the August 
Parish Council meeting. Parish Manager to circulate a document to all members and Borough 
Councillors so they understand who is responsible from what. Action open.    

• Moat – Cllr Ransley provided a brief update on the meeting with Kent County Council heritage 
officer about the de-silting the Moat. Notes to be forwarded to Borough Councillors. Action open.   

• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – Planning application has been 
submitted and verified decision due in next few weeks. Action open.    

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
None added. 
 
6. Parish Vision, Values and Strategic Planning. 

a. To receive a report on the Parish Council’s vision and authorise any further action. 
Cllr. Breese provided an overview of the report.  
Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Council agree to the timeline and meetings outlined in the report 
and the cost of a facilitator of up to £500.  
Cllr. Hayward proposed the Parish Council accept the proposal and report plus the £500 budget.  
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HAYWARD  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST – 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
7. Discussion on Parish Council Ways of Working. 

a. An opportunity for councillors to raise any issues and ask questions about how the Parish Council 
works. 

Cllr. Ransley explained that the Parish Council stopped having committees and moved to having work 
groups with all decisions being made by the Council at Parish Council meetings. Cllr. Ransley asked if 
members had any questions or suggestions.  
Cllr. Hicks raised that having committees previously did not work and that we should continue with working 
groups for the foreseeable future.  
Cllr. Breese suggested that for working groups to be successful a key set of terms of reference are needed 
for each working group so that they can go away and work on projects before reporting back to the full 
Council.  
Cllr. Townend and Cllr. Cosgrove agreed with both Cllr. Hicks and Cllr. Breese that working groups do 
work. Cllr. Cosgrove asked that Parish Councillors are provided with more communication between 
meetings on what is happening as he did not feel there was much of this happening currently.  
Councillors discussed potentially having a separate meeting or committee for planning applications in the 
future. Especially with two large developments possibly coming forward.  
Discussion on communication between meeting meetings took place and it was suggested that the 
Parish Manager provides some brief updates in his weekly email to councillors.   
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8. Financial matters.  

a. Finance report.  
i. To receive the July Finance Report Documents.  
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Cllr. Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the July Finance report.  
No questions raised.  

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 
Cllr. Ransley questioned if the inspection on the flagpole was needed. The Parish Manager highlighted 
that it needed to be done on an annual basis to cover our insurance. Cllr. Hayward asked if the Parish 
Manager could ask other Parishes if they have their flagpoles inspected. 
   
Cllr Ransley proposed that invoices be paid. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1   ABSTENTIONS - 1  

Motion moved. 

 

c. To review the current budget and update on projects.  

The Parish Manager provided an update to members on the current budget and projects. 

Cllr. Ransley asked the Parish Manager to provide an update on current interest rates for our accounts.  
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d. To review quarterly bank account check carried out in July. 

 

 
Cllr. Townend thanked Cllr. Hicks for carrying out the check.  
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9. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from June meeting)  
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 
landscaping, layout, scale, and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 
DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.  
Ward:   
Comments: Meeting to be held once the South Ashford Garden Community meeting has taken 
place. 
 
Application Number: PA/2023/1211 

Address: 25, Riverside Close, Kingsnorth, TN23 3EL 

Proposal: Proposed single-storey rear and side extension 

Ward: Kingsnorth village 

Comments: Cllr Ransley and Cllr Hicks suggest – No Objection 

 

Application Number: PA/2022/2057 

Address: Briars, Church Hill, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EG7 

Proposal: Demolition of Briars to provide access and development comprising of 11 residential dwellings 

on land to the rear of Briars and Greenacres, with associated infrastructure and landscaping. 

Ward: Kingsnorth Village 

Comments: Cllr Wedgbury proposed we delegate the comments to be agreed by email before the 

next meeting. 

 
Application Number: PA/2023/1316 

Address: 47, Violet Way, Kingsnorth, TN23 3GH 

Proposal: Proposed Single Storey Rear Extension 

Ward: Bridgefield 

Comments: No Objection 

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they were happy to propose the comments as discussed. 
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 10  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
i. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  

Cllr. Ransley provided a brief update to members on the planning appeals currently in progress. 
d. Any other planning matters. 

None 
 
10. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the publication 
of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

 
The Parish Manager provided members with the emails sent and received by Ashford Borough Council 
re the Adoption of Roads.  
 
Cllr. Breese asked if we should make the responses public it was agreed that these are already public 
as they were included with the public agenda.  
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b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action. 
None received.  
11. Parish Manager Report. 

a. July Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
The Parish Manager asked Councillors to help with choosing the winning design at the end of the meeting.  
Cllr. Hayward asked about the Grounds and Maintenance team report. Matt O’Neill to provide July list with 
August.  
Cllr. Wedgbury mentioned that the grounds team need to be careful when cutting the grass due to grass 
snakes.  
Cllr. Ransley asked if he could have a map of the area litter picked by the grounds team.  
Cllr. Clarke asked if the Parish Council should have a Neighbourhood plan. There was a discussion on 
this by councillors. Cllr. Ransley explained that Ashford does not currently receive Community 
Infrastructure Levy money and that there would be little benefit for the Council having one at this time.  
Cllr. Ransley suggested we look at this in more detail at a future meeting.  
 
12. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from their 
Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
Cllr. Hicks.  

• The Hart Dyke and the Courtlodge dyke will be having some works done before the end of August.  

• Trees and shrubs to be looked at on the Hart Hyke and Park Farm Dyke. 
Cllr. Hayward. 

• Working with Kent County Council re paths at the back of Kestrel Park.  

• Issues with playground in Kestrel with dogs using the zip wires and have been damaged by dogs 
biting the seat.  

• Residents are keen for a book stop in Chartfields so currently looking for areas in the ward.  
Cllr. Jones. 

• Has provided a report to the Parish Manager regarding the possible works to the Moat following a 
meeting with Mid Kent Fisheries.  

Cllr. Townend.  

• Provided an update on the Moat and that it will be fully reviewed by Ashford Borough Council to 
reinstate fishing at the Moat including updated costings.  

Cllr. Clarke  

• Asked if the Parish Council should consider getting some expert advice on Wastewater Treatment 
Waters due the various planning applications with these in.  

  
13. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 
Cllr. Cosgrove asked for updates on the following: 

• Councillor Training. 

• Induction Pack. 

• Skills audit.  

• Code of Conduct Training.  
Cllr. Cosgrove asked about ID badges for Councillors. 
 
14. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 12th September 2023  

 

Cllr. Ransley moved the meeting into a closed session at 2100.  

 

Cllr. Ransley provided a brief update about a meeting with the traffic consultations and in summary that 

most of the data is OK, but they are basically doing the bare minimum but nothing that we could use to 

stop the development.  

 

A discussion between councillors took place discussing various options. They agreed to use the previous 

budget to look in more detail at the traffic modelling.  
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There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 2128. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 


