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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 12th September 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Alison Breese, Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Heather Hayward (Vice Chair), Cllr 

Aline Hicks, Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben Townend, Cllr Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Matthew O’Neill (Grounds and Maintenance 

Supervisor), 3 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
Cllr Wedgbury informed the Chair that Cllr Cosgrove sends his apologies. 
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community. 
Cllr Heather Hayward is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community also sponsored a 
Park Farm Rangers girls football team.  
Cllr Aline Hicks is Vice Chair of the River Stour Inland Drainage Board and Chair of the Ashford Borough 
Advice Bureau.  
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
No requests from members of the public wishing to speak. 

 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – reported on the following:  

• Discharge issue in Washford ward. 
 
Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – See agenda item 12. 
 
Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – reported on the following: 

• Bus route B has been in conversations with KCC and Stagecoach. 

• Attended and contributed to Planning meetings with Ashford Borough Council. 

• Finn Farm roads proposed works. 

• Attended the Merchant Navy Day at Ashford Borough Council including raising the flag. 

• Attended the Eatwell for Less Roadshow. 

• Awaiting response from KCC re blocked Greensand Way footpath. 

 
Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – see agenda item 12. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 12. 

  
b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 

 
Cllr David Robey – submitted his apologies and report to the Parish office staff prior to the meeting which 
was circulated to Councillors. 



3107  

 

 
3. Approval of Minutes 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
Cllr Ransley requested that an amendment be made which was a small typo which has been shared with 
the Parish Manager.  

a. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 8th August 2023.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. Approval of Minutes of Extraordinary meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council on Monday 21st August 
2023. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 5   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 4  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in August 2023. 
b. To agree / approve / reject applications.  

No applications received. 
Discussions took place between Councillors on potential applicants for the Community Grant scheme. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Response received 
from Ashford Borough Council, there was some confusion on land location, but the Parish Manager 
has responded with correct location of land. Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – Parish Council 
are awaiting response. Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – Item 9 on the main agenda.  Action open.    

• Events Working Group – Item 10 on the main agenda. Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Borough Councillor Ray McGeever is communicating with KCC. 
Action open.    

• Moat – Ashford Borough Council are working on some options; Cllr Ransley has agreed to draft a 
summary from when he attended the KCC archaeology meeting to pass on to Ashford Borough 
Council. Action open.   

• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – Item 12 on the main agenda. Action 
open.    

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
None added. 
 
6. Annual flagpole inspection report. 
To receive a report on having an annual flagpole inspection and authorise any further action. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that members ask the Chair to communicate with Ashford KALC regarding the 
possibility of a joint inspection to save money around the Parishes. 
Cllr Breese proposed that options be looked at the obtain the best value for money. 
No Councillors seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6  ALL THOSE AGAINST – 1  ABSTENTIONS - 2 
Motion moved. 
 
 
7. Parish Councillor ID badges and branded clothing. 
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a. To receive a report on purchasing Councillor ID badges and branded clothing and to authorise any 
further action.  

PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR BREESE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
8. 80th Anniversary D-Day and Battle of Normandy. 

a. To consider a request from Great Chart and Singleton Parish Council to host a joint event to mark 
the anniversary and authorise any further action.  

Cllr Hicks proposed that delegation be given to the Parish Manager to liaise with Great Chart Parish office 
to discuss ideas for the 80th Anniversary D-Day and Battle of Normandy event and then a summary report 
be discussed with the Events Working Group. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
9. To receive a presentation of the Parish Council Carbon Footprint progress. 
The Parish Manager displayed and reported on a presentation which he had put together for Councillors 
and members of the public on the progress of the Parish Councils carbon footprint.  
Conversations took place between Councillors.  
 
10. To receive a brief update from the Parish Council Events working group. 
Cllr Hicks provided an update on the Parish Council outdoor cinema event. 

a. To consider inviting the Mayor of Ashford to our Winter Wonderland and Summer Country Fayre 
2024 and authorise any further action. 

Cllr Giles proposed that the Parish Council invite the Mayor of Ashford to the Winter Wonderland and 
Summer Country Fayre events. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES  SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
The Parish Manager added to Cllr Hicks update on the Outdoor Cinema Event, thanking Parish Staff for 
their hard work on the event and reported on the positive feedback from attendees. 
 
11. Community Engagement sessions.  

a. An opportunity for members to discuss the Parish Community Engagement sessions and the 
cancelled session in August 2023 and authorise any further action.  

The Chair was asked to explain why he had cancelled the August event at short notice. The Chair 
explained that due to the very limited number of members attending, other than Cllrs Wedgbury and Giles 
he was concerned that the behaviour at the meeting may not be professional given the behaviour of Cllr 
Wedgbury to Cllrs Giles in the past and his behaviour in the presence of Parish staff. The Chair was 
unwilling to involve Parish staff in this issue by sending them to the meeting in the hope it would moderate 
behaviour. Cllr Wedgbury said the allegations were false.  
Cllr Breese proposed that there should be a minimum of 3 Councillors available for each Community 
Engagement session. 
Cllr Breese suggested that the discussion should stop as it would not be possible to take this any further 
this evening and suggested that the discussion should be taken in a separate meeting.  
Cllr Hayward proposed that we ahead with the suggestion by Cllr. Breese have a separate meeting without 
members of staff in attendance. Cllr Breese seconded this proposal.   
Cllr Townend commented that he does not feel there should be a minimum number of Councillors at each 
Community Engagement session. 
Cllr Townend proposed that the sessions go ahead and should not be cancelled. 
Cllr Giles seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
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12. To receive an update on the relocation of the Parish Office. 
a. To consider invoices for groundworks for the new Parish Office and authorise any further action. 

The Parish Manager provided an update on the relocation of the Parish Office and asked for his thanks to 
be noted to Cllr Cosgrove for his help with applications and contractors.  
Cllr Hicks proposed that the Company option 1 be selected to carry out the works. 
Cllr Townend seconded.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 

b. To consider applying for a Parish PO BOX so that our post can be collected by Parish Staff prior to 
moving into our new office and vacating the current office and authorise any further action. 

 
 
The PO Box is not required as Parish staff since have access to the post box at the recreation centre.  
 
Cllr Ransley raised the issues with the lease and proposed that if the opportunity is there when the Parish 
Council speak to Ashford Borough Council about extending the stay in the current office for a further month 
and that the Parish Council can accept the lease as necessary until the new office is ready if ABC are 
willing to do so on a temporary basis. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
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13. Financial Matters. 

a. Finance Report. 
i. To receive the August Finance Report documents. 
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the August Finance report.  
No questions raised.  

b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 
Cllr Breese proposed that invoices be paid. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

c. To Consider upgrading the Parish Council Metro Bank account and authorising any further actions. 

Cllr Ransley reported on current bank accounts. 

Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Council agree to upgrade the current Metrobank Community 
Account to a Commercial Online Banking account with two councillors to sign and authorisation is given 
to apply for a Business Credit card to be used by the Parish Manager for day-to-day business expenses 
associated with the Parish Council. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 

d. To receive an update on Parish Council bank accounts and authorise any actions. 

Cllr Ransley updated on the funds in each of the Parish Council bank accounts. 

Recommendation: That the precept amount (when it comes into the NatWest account) is transferred 

across to Metro Bank. 

Cllr Townend proposed the recommendation. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR BREESE  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

 

14. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Application Number: PA/2022/2057  
Address: Briars, Church Hill, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EG7  
Proposal: Demolition of Briars to provide access and development comprising of 11 residential dwellings 
on land to the rear of Briars and Greenacres, with associated infrastructure and landscaping.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: Meeting to be held once the South Ashford Garden Community meeting has taken 
place. 
 
 



3116  

 

Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from June meeting)  
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 
landscaping, layout, scale, and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 
DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.  
Ward:   
Comments: Meeting to be held once the South Ashford Garden Community meeting has taken 
place. 

 
Application Number: PA/2023/1416  
Address: 12, Farmers Way, Kingsnorth, TN23 3FY  
Proposal: Proposed Garage Conversion to form a Playroom  
Ward: Roman Ward  
Comments:  No objection. 
  
Application Number: OTH/2023/1426 - Consent under Tree Preservation Orders 

Address: 10, Collie Drive, Kingsnorth, TN23 3GR 

Proposal: Oak tree, approximately 40 ft in height - now with overhanging branches. 1 to 2 metre cutback 

and 1 to 2 metres off the height to prevent damage in the rear garden and for maintenance. 

Ward: Roman 

Comments: Cllr Ransley suggests - The Parish Council will defer to the ABC tree officers opinion, 

but we note that the application appears not to be supported by the documentation required by the 

form if indicating that the work is required due to disease or due to concerns it will break/fall. We 

also assume that the works are only being proposed on the side of the fence owned by the 

applicant and therefore have a question about the stability/balance of the remaining tree following 

the works. 

 
Cllr Clarke reported on the proposed construction of a wastewater treatment plant in Chilmington Green. 

Application Number: PA/2023/0715  
Address: Chilmington Green, Land to west of Chilmington Green Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Proposed construction of a Wastewater Treatment Plant, associated landscaping, and proposed 
vehicular access from Chilmington Green Road.  
Ward:   
Comments:   

Cllr Ransley suggested that the next action is to make sure the application for the proposed construction 

of a wastewater treatment gets called into planning committee, so proposed that the Parish Council look 

at the first application comment then review and update for the next meeting.  

 

Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they were happy to propose the comments as discussed. 

PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
i. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  

Cllr Ransley provided an update to members on the planning appeals currently in progress. 
d. Any other planning matters. 

None 
 
15. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the publication 
of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

Email received from Ashford Borough Council regarding Buffer Zone, Parish Manager responded, no 
further correspondence yet received.  

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action. 
i. To consider a possible letter of support for changing the boundary of Kingsnorth Medical Practice 

to include residents living in Bridgefield.  
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Cllr Townend proposed that the letter of support be agreed. 
Cllr Wedgbury seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 9   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
16. Parish Manager Report. 

a. August Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  
The Parish Manager added thanks to the Grounds and Maintenance Supervisor for his help with the 
Outdoor Cinema Event. 
 
17. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from their 
Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
 
Cllr Giles. 

• Cllr Giles thanked the Community Café Volunteers for all their support with the ‘Eat, Stay and Play’ 
events during August and to the Councillors and staff that helped too.  

 
Cllr Hicks.  

• Attended the Joint Transport Board (JTB) meeting. 

• Water leak in Magpie Hall Road. 
 
Cllr Hayward. 

• Bus services. Has written to KCC. 

• Milbank issues 

• Kestrel Park out of use due to rotten timber. 

• Supporting an area of Chartfields that has a chronic antisocial behaviour issue.  
 
9.00pm Cllr Wedgbury proposed the suspension of Standing Orders, Cllr Ransley seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury 

• Conversations with KCC Councillor David Robey regarding ‘Bus Route B’. 

• Wasp nest reported to Aspire. 

• Park Farm residents putting their own private rubbish into public bins. 

• Possibility of double bins to replace most used bins. 

• Awareness day for Metal Health. 
  
18. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items. 

• Ideas for next Budget. 
 
19. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 10th October 2023  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 9.10pm. 

 

 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 

 


