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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 12th December 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Breese, Cllr Clarke, Cllr Cosgrove, Cllr Hayward (Vice Chair), Cllr Hicks, Cllr Jones, Cllr 

Ransley (Chair), Cllr Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), 5 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
Cllr Giles and Cllr Townend submitted their apologies prior to the meeting. 
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is Chair of Kingsnorth Village Hall. 
Cllr Hayward is a CMO organisation Board Member for the South Ashford Garden Community also 
sponsored a Park Farm Rangers girls football team. 
Cllr Hicks is Vice Chair of the River Stour Inland Drainage Board and Chair of the Ashford Borough Advice 
Bureau. 
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
 
Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch) presented his update to Councillors. Peter gave thanks to residents 
and Councillors for their continued support. 
Cllr Wedgbury thanked Peter New for all his hard work for the community and residents of Kingsnorth. 
 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

i. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
Cllr Hallett, Washford – reported on the following: 

• Flooding issues to the residents at Down Court. 

• Contact with Ashford Borough Council Officers, Cllr Hallet and Cllr McGeever will be attending a 
meeting with planning officers on Monday 18th December. 

• Cllr Hallett sits on the Regulatory and Licensing sub-committee and they have 3 applicants for 
consideration coming up early next year. 

 
Cllr Townend, Park Farm North – Submitted his apologies to the Parish office staff prior to the meeting. 
 
Cllr  McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield - Submitted his apologies to the Parish office staff 
prior to the meeting. 

 
Cllr Giles, Park Farm South – Submitted her apologies to the Parish office staff prior to the meeting. 
 
Cllr Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 16. 

  
a. KCC Councillors’ Reports 
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Cllr Robey - Submitted his apologies and report to the Parish office staff prior to the meeting which was 
circulated to Councillors. 
 
A member of the public raised the following: 

• Pound Lane road closure by Southern water for offloading material down the road. Poor service 
from Southern water for drainage service within the village. The member of the public asked if the 
Parish Council would be able to add weight to the efforts of the planning department at Ashford 
Borough Council. 

• Shipley Mill Cottage vehicle access / parking. 

• Apologies for his cattle escaping onto Park Farm, this was due to the internal drainage board 
removing fencing to carry out works. 

Cllr Hayward responded that herself and Cllr McGeever had been working hard, constantly on the phone 
regarding the Pound Lane Closure where no warning was given to residents.  
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  

a. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 14th November 2023.  
Cllr Ransley asked that the closed session be included in the minutes even though a decision had not 
made by Councillors. Subject to that amendment Cllr Ransley proposed that the minutes be signed as a 
true record. 
PROPOSED BY RANSLEY   SECONDED BY CLLR CLARKE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 2  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in November 2023.   
b. To agree/approve/reject applications.  

Non received. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Cllr Ransley 
proposed that this action be closed as there is no potential for the Parish Council to take on the 
conservation fields in the next few years. 

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – Action to be 
specific to Taylor Wimpy as they are the main landowner- Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – meeting to be arranged - Action open.    

• Events Working Group – meeting to be arranged - Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Borough Councillor Ray McGeever is communicating with KCC 
and trying to chase Taylor Wimpey - Action open.    

• Moat – ABC are reviewing - Action open.   
 

Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
Cllr Cosgrove asked that Policies and Procedures be added. 
Cllr Ransley added Southern Water issues, Parish Manager to write a letter to Southern Water to explain 
the Parish Council/Residents' concerns and invite them to a meeting. Parish Manager to send a separate 
copy of the letter to KCC. Parish Manager to write a letter to KCC highlighting road closures with no 
warning instead of using traffic lights. A copy of the letter to be sent to the Chairman of the Joint Transport 
Board. 
Cllr Jones proposed that the Parish Council should continue working on their visions for the Kingsnorth 
Buffer Zone so when discussions resume the Parish Council are in a good position and the working groups 
should continue along those lines.  
Cllr Hicks seconded Cllr Jones’ proposal. 
Cllr Hicks suggested a Kingsnorth Buffer Zone Visions Working group be formed.  
Cllr Wedgbury, Cllr Jones, Cllr Breese, Cllr Hicks, Cllr Cosgrove will form the working group. 
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Shipley Mill Cottage to be deferred to the next meeting (Jan 2024) to allow time for details to be collected. 
 
6. To review transfer of land document for Footpath A and authorise any further action.  
Cllr Ransley proposed delegation be given to the Parish Manager to take advise from the Solicitor, in 
consultation with Cllr Ransley, to review the land document for Footpath A.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY   SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved.  

 
7. Kingsnorth Parish Council Budget – 2024/25.  

a. To discuss and agree outline budget for 2024/25.  
b. To discuss and agree Parish Council Precept Amount for 2024/25.  

Discussions took place between Councillor on the budget / precept options outlined by the Parish Manager 
who broke them down into 3 options.  
Cllr Wedgbury proposed a one-year precept holiday and reduce the overall reserves (option 1).  
 
Cllr Cosgrove proposed his own alternative option, footpath A, playground conversions and permanent 
Parish staff office come out of the reserves.  
 
Cllr Cosgrove seconded Cllr Wedgburys proposal for the Parish Council to select option 1.  
 
Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Council select option 3, To have a larger budget with the precept as 
per 2023/24 and reduce our overall reserves by around half.  
Cllr Hayward seconded Cllr Breese proposal.  
 
Further discussions took place.  
 
Cllr Hayward suggested that the precept be set at his point and then budgets, and potential projects be 
deferred to a future meeting.  
 
First motion to be moved to a vote was Cllr Wedgburys proposal.  
Cllr Wedgbury proposed a one-year precept holiday and reduce the overall reserves (option 1). 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 2   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 4   ABSTENTIONS - 2  
 
The second motion to be move to a vote was Cllr Breese’ proposal.  
Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Council select option 3, To have a larger budget with the precept set 
at £270,291.12, reduce our overall reserves by around half and that the setting of projects be deferred to 
either January or February.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE   SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1   ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved.  
 
8. Update from Parish Council – Vision, Values and Mission Session.  

a. To discuss the outcome of the session and agree any further action.  
Cllr Ransley proposed that this item be deferred to January meeting and budgets be deferred to February 
meeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY   SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved.  
 
9. Quotes for New Radiators in the Pavilion.  

a. To review quotes for new radiators in the Pavilion and authorise any further action.  
Cllr Breese proposed that up to the quote 1 amount be agreed and delegation given to the Parish Council. 
Cllr Hicks seconded the motion.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE   SECONDED BY CLLR HICKS  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved.  
10. Quote for new footpath at rear of the pavilion.  
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a. To review quotes for a new footpath at the rear of the pavilion and authorise any further action. 
Cllr Ransley proposed that the Parish Council authorise up to the higher quote and to delegate to 
Parish Manager in consultation with Cllr Cosgrove.  

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY   SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved.  
 
11. Kingsnorth Recreation Centre.  

a. To review Public Notice RE Kingsnorth Recreation Centre and authorise any further action.  
Cllr Breese proposed that the Parish Manager sends a letter requesting more information on the 
Recreation Centre.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR BREESE   SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 
12. Financial Matters. 

a. Finance Report. 
i. To receive the November Finance Report documents. 
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ii. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 

Cllr Cosgrove proposed that authorisation is given to pay invoices. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

 

13. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

Application Number: PA/2022/2057  
Address: Briars, Church Hill, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EG7  
Proposal: Demolition of Briars to provide access and development comprising of 11 residential 
dwellings on land to the rear of Briars and Greenacres, with associated infrastructure and 
landscaping.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments:  Defer to January 2024. 
 

Application Number: PA/2023/0715  
Address: Chilmington Green, Land to west of Chilmington Green Road, Ashford, Kent  
Proposal: Proposed construction of a Wastewater Treatment Plant, associated landscaping, and 
proposed vehicular access from Chilmington Green Road.  
Ward:   
Comments: Defer to January 2024. 
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Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from June meeting)   
Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent   
Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for 
appearance, landscaping, layout, scale, and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee 
Park) Land Parcel DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and 
infrastructure.   
Ward:    
Comments: Defer to January 2024. 
 
Application Number: PA/2023/1293  
Address: Pickenden, Stumble Lane, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EY  
Proposal: Change of use of land from residential to glamping. Proposed 3no. holiday units and 
conversion of an existing lodge for guest use and associated works including biodiversity 
enhancements. New gates and wall. Bicycle shed. Conversion of garage to pool house and 
relocation of outdoor kitchen area.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village.  
Comments: No comment  
  
Application Number: PA/2023/2117  
Address: Little Court Lodge Farm, Magpie Hall Road, Kingsnorth, TN26 1HH  
Proposal: Proposed extension to current agricultural building and new workshop with 2no above 
ground and 1no below ground water storage tanks following demolition of 3no existing buildings.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: Support. 
Cllr Hicks proposed that comments including the three deferrals be accepted and agreed by the Parish 
Council. 
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

 
b. To note decisions 

Decisions noted. 
c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 

Cllr Wedgbury commented on communal planting which has been very badly cut back by Smithy Drive, 
Sheepfold Lane. Cllr Hayward responded that it has been reported and it is being investigated.  

ii. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  
d. Any other planning matters. 

a. Stubbs Cross Wastewater Treatment Works.  
Consider submitting comments to planning committee and/or authorise a member of the Parish Council 
to attend the planning committee.  

ii. Authorise any further action.   
Cllr Hayward proposed that Cllr Ransley speak on behalf of the Parish Council at the planning 
committee meeting if given the opportunity and include comments raised by Cllr Clarke. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR HAYWARD  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
14. Correspondence and written reports from external parties.   

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the 
publication of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action.  

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action.  
i. To consider sending letter to Ashford Borough Council requesting quarterly 

meetings with the four largest Ashford Urban Parishes.  
Cllr Ransley proposed that item b (i) be deferred to January meeting.  
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PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed the suspension of standing orders.  
 
15. Parish Manager Report.  

a. November Report.  
The Parish Manager may provide any updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) on the work of the 
Parish Officers since the last meeting.   
 
16. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from their 
Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury 

• Speaking with Ashford Borough Council Officer and has been granted permission to clean all road 
signs on Park Farm and arranged for damaged signs to be replaced. 

• Reporting Fly tipping issues. 
 
Cllr Cosgrove 

• Attended the KALC Annual General Meeting and relayed information to the Parish Manager 

• Attended the Joint Transportation Board meeting.  
 

Cllr Wedgbury proposed the suspension of standing orders.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 
Cllr Hicks 

• Walk around the Stodmarsh reserve.  
 

Cllr Hayward 

• Pound Lane (raised earlier in meeting) 

• Chart Road closure. 

• Thanked the Parish for the Robin Christmas light which has been placed in Brittania Lane. 
 
Cllr Clarke 

• Reported overhanging bushes on Chart Road. 
 
17. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add / remove / amend items.  
i. To consider having a meeting with Ashford Town Cricket Club (Cllr. Breese).   

Cllr Breese asked Ashford Town Cricket Club to be added to a future agenda. 
To assign Councillors, or others, to the Parish Action Sheet to prepare items for future agenda(s).  
 
18. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 9th January 2024  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 9.08pm  

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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