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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 14th November 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Heather Hayward (Vice Chair) arrived 

at meeting at 9.30pm, Cllr Aline Hicks arrived at meeting at 8.41pm, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben 

Townend, Cllr Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Fraser Curry (Grounds and Maintenance Assistant), 

5 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr Alison Breese, 
Cllr Aline Hicks and Cllr Heather Hayward submitted their apologies due to attending another meeting 
but may be able to attend later. 
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is Chair of Kingsnorth Village Hall. 
Cllr Heather Hayward is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community also sponsored a 
Park Farm Rangers girls football team. 
Cllr Hicks is Vice Chair of the River Stour Inland Drainage Board and Chair of the Ashford Borough Advice 
Bureau. 
Cllr Giles ABC management liaison for Home Start – Ashford, Co Leader of The Green Group – ABC, 
Member of Appeals Committee. 
 
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
 
No requests from members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Peter New of Neighbourhood Watch provided an update to Councillors and then provided a written report 
after the meeting which was sent to all members. 
 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – reported on the following: 

• Flooding issues reported by Washford residents, been in contact with KCC and Southern Water 
regarding drainage issues. 

• Currently looking for organisations to apply for his member grants.  
 
 
Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – See agenda item 13. 
 
 
 
 
 



3119  

 

Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – reported on the following: 

• Getting more involved with the Parish operations 

• Poor state of paths, hedges, and trip hazards.  

• Attended planning meetings. 

• Kingsnorth Green application. 

• Contacted KCC with varies issues. 

• Laid a wreath during a church service. 

 
Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – see agenda item 13. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 13. 

  
b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 

 
Cllr David Robey - Submitted his apologies and report to the Parish office staff prior to the meeting which 
was circulated to Councillors. 
 
Peter New - Kent Police Volunteer & Community neighbourhood Watch presented his report to 
Councillors and attendees.  
Cllr Cosgrove raised problems with police reshuffling, e-scooters, cyclists, and cycle paths. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  

a. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 10th October 2023.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES  SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 5  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in October 2023.   
i. Kingsnorth WI  

Purpose of grant application: 
Annual outing on RHDR railway for 35 members. 
Grant amount £875 

b. To agree/approve/reject applications.  
Discussions took place between Councillors on the application from the Kingsnorth WI. 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that £250 be granted to the Kingsnorth WI which will cover the 10 members 
who are residents of Kingsnorth.  
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the grant application to the Kingsnorth WI be refused due to not benefitting 
many Kingsnorth residents. 
Cllr Ransley seconded Cllr Cosgrove’s proposal. 
Cllr Clarke proposed that £500 be granted to the Kingsnorth WI. 
Cllr Townend proposed that the Parish Council retrospectively refund costs once receipts for tickets 
have been provided.  
Cllr Wedgbury withdrew his proposal. 
Cllr Clarke amended his proposal. Cllr Clarke proposed that the Parish Council agree to fund half of the 
amount requested. 
Cllr Townend seconded Cllr Clarkes amended proposal. 
 
Councillors voted on Cllr Cosgrove’s proposal to refuse the grant application from the Kingsnorth WI. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 3   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 3  
Motion moved and the application is declined. 
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5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – Following the 
update from Ashford Borough Council, the understanding is that they would not be open to this 
discussion for at least a few years while they consider their options for the Conservation fields. Cllr 
Ransley to circulate email from ABC to all Councillors and bring item back on the December 
Agenda - Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – landowners not 
forthcoming to discussions for the next few years. The route which the Parish Council already have 
in the budget, paperwork is lined up with Persimmons, but the Parish Council are struggling to get 
a response from Taylor Wimpey. Cllr Cosgrove asked why the Parish Council are pursuing the 
footpaths. Action to be raised as part of the budget meeting - Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – meeting to be arranged prior to the Parish Council December 
meeting - Action open.    

• Events Working Group – Meeting to be arranged prior to the Winter Wonderland event in December 
- Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Borough Councillor Ray McGeever is communicating with KCC 
and trying to chase Taylor Wimpey - Action open.    

• Moat – ABC are reviewing - Action open.   
 

Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
None added. 
 
6. Parish Council Policies 

a. To receive an update from the first meeting of the Policies Review Working Group and authorise 
any further action.  

Cllr Cosgrove provided Councillors with an update from the Policies Review working group meeting. 
Cllr Cosgrove proposed that the working group recommends the current Parish Council Standing 
Orders, policies and procedures need to be streamlined into tier 1, tier 2, tier 3, and tier 4 level 
documents with a clear hierarchy and that the standing orders become the lead document (tier 1) for the 
whole business of the Parish Council.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR CLARKE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 
7. To receive feedback on School PFA Fireworks Display.  

a. To review event and authorise any further action.  
Cllr Ransley reported on a review of the Kingsnorth School PFA Fireworks display. 
Discussions took place between Councillors. 

• The football field was not used due to the heavy rainfall.  

• Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if the Parish Council should ask the school PFA not to use the 
field again next year as there was ample space in a different location. This is due to the amount 
of money that is spent maintaining the football pitches. Cllr Townend agreed.  

• Cllr Cosgrove commented that firstly, he does not support firework displays due to pollution and 
impact on pets/wild animals, secondly, he was concerned about the way the Parish Manager and 
staff were spoken to by staff of the school. Cllr Cosgrove suggested that the Parish Council do 
not support the school until an apology has been received and would like car parking issues to be 
raised.  

• Cllr Wedgbury supported Cllr Cosgrove’s comments.  

• The Parish Manager responded that the school PFA is independent, they raise money for the 
school, but they are completely separate.  

• Cllr Townend suggested writing to the school to express the Parish Council concerns but does 
not feel that the PFA should be punished for the schools’ actions.  
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• Cllr Giles commented that the discussion was not appropriate to talk about, should have been 
dealt with privately, should not have been put on the agenda and should not be included in the 
minutes of the meeting.  

• Cllr Townend proposed that the Parish Council do not allow the football pitches to be used next 
year for the school PFA fireworks display but allow the event to take place with the same set up 
as this year.  

PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND  SECONDED BY CLLR GILES 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 4   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 2 
Motion moved. 
 
8. Budget 2024/25.  

a. To receive an update on proposed budget and authorise any further action.   
The Parish Manager provided an update on the proposed budget. 

b. To consider possible projects for Parish Council budget and authorise any further action.   
Next Steps 

• Which project Councillors would like to pursue further. 

• Costings for potential projects 

• Decide if there are any projects that Councillors would like to discard.  

• Agree Precept amount. 

• Approve an outline budget for 2024/25. 

• To consider a Precept holiday for one year. 

• Parish Manager to send around a survey of potential projects to Councillors. 
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9. Financial Matters. 

a. Finance Report. 
i. To receive the October Finance Report documents. 
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a. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 

Cllr Cosgrove proposed that authorisation is given to pay invoices. 
 

PROPOSED BY CLLR COSGROVE  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

 

Motion moved. 

Councillor Hicks joined the meeting at 8.41pm. 

 

10. Planning Matters 
a. To consider all planning application received. 

The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
Application Number: PA/2023/1968  

Address: 35 Bishopswood, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3RD  

Proposal: proposed loft conversion with new rear dormer window and 2no. new rooflights.  

Ward: Park Farm South  

Comments: Cllr. Giles - suggested a comment of approve from the KPC. Cllr Wedgbury recommended 

that the Parish Council object to this planning application.  

Application Number: PA/2022/2057  

Address: Briars, Church Hill, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3EG7  

Proposal: Demolition of Briars to provide access and development comprising of 11 residential dwellings 

on land to the rear of Briars and Greenacres, with associated infrastructure and landscaping.  

Ward: Kingsnorth Village  

Comments:   

Application Number: PA/2023/0715  

Address: Chilmington Green, Land to west of Chilmington Green Road, Ashford, Kent  

Proposal: Proposed construction of a Wastewater Treatment Plant, associated landscaping, and proposed 

vehicular access from Chilmington Green Road.  

Ward:   

Comments:  

Application Number: OTH/2023/0035 (Deferred from June meeting)   

Address: Land Parcel DP3, Chilmington Green, Ashford Road, Ashford, Kent   

Proposal: Reserved Matters application, pursuant to planning permission 12/00400/AS, for appearance, 

landscaping, layout, scale, and access for the first phase of Discovery Park (Jubilee Park) Land Parcel 

DP3 – Main AAP Phase Church 1, together with associated landscaping and infrastructure.   

Ward:    

Comments: Meeting to be held once the South Ashford Garden Community meeting has taken place.  

 
Cllr Giles proposed the Parish Council responds with ‘No comment’ to application number 
PA/2023/1968 and that all other planning applications are brought back to the December Parish Council 
meeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES  SECONDED BY CLLR RANSLEY  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 

Motion moved. 

 
b. To note decisions 

Decisions noted. 
c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 

i. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  
d. Any other planning matters. 
i. To consider a judicial review of the Kingsnorth Green Appeal decision and authorise any further 

action.   
Cllr Ransley reported on the Kingsnorth Green appeal.  
Cllr Ransley ran through potential costs involved for a judicial review.  
At this point during the meeting, Cllr Ransley moved into a closed session for Councillors to decide. 
 

https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EX4adfbB0ShOgrda_h0zaVoBOR349rphQEboK4wAPXHZ0Q?e=salisg
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EX4adfbB0ShOgrda_h0zaVoBOR349rphQEboK4wAPXHZ0Q?e=salisg
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Cllr Ransley reopened the meeting at 9.15pm 
 
Cllr Ransley confirmed that a decision had been made against a judicial review, so the Parish Council will 
not be pursuing that option.  
 

ii. To consider authorising professional fees to assist in defending against Stubbs Cross 
Wastewater Works Plant.   

Cllr Ransley reported that costs would be less than £500 in professional fees. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury proposed that the Parish Council authorises up to £500 to be spent to enable a resident 
to make a statutory declaration should the Parish Manager, in consultation with Cllr Hicks and Cllr 
Cosgrove, be happy with the resident declaration.  
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 

iii. To consider authorising professional fees to assist in defending against Court Lodge Planning 
Application.   

Cllr Ransley proposed that this item be deferred to the December meeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR WEDGBURY  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 
11. Correspondence and written reports from external parties.   

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the 
publication of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action.  

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action.  
i. To consider sending letter to Ashford Borough Council requesting quarterly 

meetings with the four largest Ashford Urban Parishes.   
Cllr Ransley recommended that item b.i. be deferred to the December meeting. 
Cllr Ransley suggested that a letter be drafted to Ashford Borough Council asking if the lease on a small 
piece of land at the end of the main 11 a-side pitched be extended to match the lease for the pitches on 
the back field which runs until 2030. 
 
PROPOSED BY CLLR WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0   ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 
12. Parish Manager Report.  

a. October Report.  
The Parish Manager may provide any updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) on the work of the 
Parish Officers since the last meeting.   
 
13. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from their 
Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 
 
Cllr Wedgbury 

• Reported potholes on sheepfold lane. 

• Reported dangerous tree. 

• Helping residents with issues with Ashford Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Cosgrove 

• Reported on a KALC meeting he had Attended. 

• KALC AGM will take place on 18th November. 
 
Cllr Hicks 

• Lorries constantly on the road at Pound Lane 

• Attended Ashford Borough Council ONS meeting about Southern Water. 
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Cllr Giles 

• Cost of living crisis, impact on residents. 

• Fallen tree reported. 

• Attended various events. 
  
14. The next or future Agenda(s). 
Cllr Wedgbury suggested lamppost Poppies could be a potential budget idea for 2024/25. 
 
15. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 12th December 2023  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 9.35pm and moved into a closed 

session. 

 

Discussions took place between Councillors, but no decisions were made during the closed session. 

 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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