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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Approved Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council 
Held on Tuesday 10th October 2023. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllr Alison Breese, Cllr Jon Clarke, Cllr Geoff Cosgrove, Cllr Katrina Giles, Cllr Heather Hayward 

(Vice Chair), Cllr Terry Jones, Cllr James Ransley (Chair), Cllr Ben Townend, 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Fraser Curry (Grounds and Maintenance Assistant), 

0 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Members who cannot attend a meeting shall tender their apologies to the Parish Manager prior to the 
meeting.  
Cllr Aline Hicks and Cllr Jim Wedgbury  
 
2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Wedgbury is a Trade Union shop steward for USDAW. 
Cllr Breese is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community. 
Cllr Heather Hayward is CMO organisation for the South Ashford Garden Community also sponsored a 
Park Farm Rangers girls football team.  
Cllr. Giles provided a voluntary declaration that she knows the street vender to be discussed under agenda 
item 11.a.i.  
   
Public Comments and Observations 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
No requests from members of the public wishing to speak. 

 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties may provide updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and 
Parish Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 
Cllr Clive Hallett, Washford – Was not able to attend. 
 
Cllr Ben Townend, Park Farm North – See agenda item 13. 
 
Cllr Ray McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – Submitted his apologies and report to the 
Parish office staff prior to the meeting which was circulated to Councillors. 

 
Cllr Katrina Giles, Park Farm South – see agenda item 13. 
 
Cllr Heather Hayward, Roman Ward – see agenda item 13. 

  
b. KCC Councillors’ Reports 

 
Cllr David Robey – reported on the following: 

• There continues to be extreme pressure on the County Council’s Budget/Finances with a large 
overspend.  

• There has been a cabinet restructure within the County Council and Cllr. Robey will be taking up a 
role covering highways. 

• Cllr. Robey reported that the County Council had received a grant from central government to 
support bus services but due to a lack of users some services are being reduced and that he is 
trying to look at ways to increase some services as some residents are raising issues.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes 
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To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  
a. Approval of Minutes of Tuesday 12th September 2023.  

Cllr. Giles requested that the minutes from September are updated to outline the discussion around the 
cancelation of the August community engagement session at late notice.   
A discussion took place between councillors and Cllr Ransley provided an updated paragraph to reflect 
the discussion that took place.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES   SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 2  
Motion moved. 
 
4. Parish Community Grant Applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in September 2023. 
b. To agree / approve / reject applications.  

No applications received. 
 
5. Parish Action Sheet. 

a. To review progress with items on the action sheet. 
b. To assign individuals or groups of individuals for development / progressing items. 
c. To authorise any actions (such action will only include expenditure (up to £500) where within a 

budget, otherwise the action should be a main agenda item for decision. 
 
The action sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.     

• Future of the Conservation Fields between Kingsnorth Village and Park Farm – No further 
communication has been received from Ashford Borough Council – Parish Manager to chase up 
and include Borough Councillors. Action open.    

• Contact landowners regarding potential footpath route(s) in 2021/2022 budget – Parish Council 
are awaiting response – Parish Manager to chase with the action above – Action open.    

• Climate Change working group – No further update since last meeting – Action open.    

• Events Working Group – No further update since last meeting – Action open.    

• Adoption of roads in Bridgefield – Borough Councillor Ray McGeever is communicating with KCC. 
Action open.    

• Moat – Cllr Ransley had agreed to draft a summary from when he attended the KCC archaeology 
meeting to pass on to Ashford Borough Council he has not been able to do this but will try to do 
this before the November meeting. Action open.   

• Develop plans for possible relocation of the Parish Office – Item 7 on the main agenda. Action 
open.    

• Litter picking – Map Now included on Parish Managers monthly report. Remove from action sheet. 

• Budget setting – Parish Manager to set date for an informal budget meeting prior to the next Parish 
Council meeting.  

 
Cllr Ransley asked Councillors if they had any actions that they would like to add to the Action Sheet.   
None added. 
 
6. Parish Council Policies 
To review the following Parish Council policies and readopt.   

a. Parish Council Standing Orders.  
b. Parish Council Risk Assessment.  
c. Parish Council Communications Policy.   

 
Councillors discussed policies and procedures and agreed that review of all documents should be 
undertaken to ensure that they all link together. It was proposed that a working group be set up to review 
all policies and procedures. Cllr. Cosgrove, Cllr. Breese, Cllr. Jones agreed to be part of the working 
group to review the council policies going forward and will report back to full council in November. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE   
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST – 0  ABSTENTIONS – 0 
Motion moved. 
 
 
7. Surrender of Kingsnorth Recreation Centre Lease.  

a. To review final surrender document and approve any further action.   
Councillors briefly discussed the surrender document which would release the Parish Council from the 
lease and sub leases associated with the Kingsnorth Recreation Centre.  

https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Kingsnorth-Model-Standing-Orders-October-2022-Final.pdf
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/ET2MzZ2N1vVAs7oersJT7VQBF_rNCJjlt1eA6bR7ZTTyQQ?e=baPMoi
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/COMMUNICATIONS-POLICY.pdf
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EYSb9RiF4YBEl6hSRqZnUiUBnE4EHPmlgVTLSnsj0FtXVw?e=Bt5Rce
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Councillors agreed that the final document if the section mentioning the charity is removed can be signed 
by Cllr. Ransley as Chair of the Parish Council and another member of the council  
PROPOSED BY CLLR TOWNEND   SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR – 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0 ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
 
8. To receive a verbal update on the meeting South of Ashford Garden Meeting held on 19th 

September.   
a. Review questions posed and ABC Answers.   

Cllr Breese provided an update on the meeting held with Great Chart and Shaddoxhurst Parish Council’s 
and Ashford Borough Council officers. She asked the question of how we take it forward and continue 
working with the other Parishes.   
 
9. Financial Matters. 

a. Finance Report. 
i. To receive the September Finance Report documents. 

https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EZuVCLH5uEdAm6bB9MPceO8B6x_KQmibGZKkrPx8O7YXdA?e=GBorWF
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Cllr Ransley asked all Councillors if they had any queries or comments on the September Finance report.  
Councillors asked for an update on our Metrobank Account and if we should look at opening other accounts 
to protect our finances. Cllr. Ransley provided a brief background to us having accounts with three banks. 
Cllr. Cosgrove raised an issue about Ashford Borough Council paying our precept in two payments and 
are basically gaining interest on our second payment.  
Cllr. Breese suggested using Handelsbanken, but councillors explained that we were unable to open the 
account due to a councillor not willing provide personal details to open an account.  
Cllr. Ransley suggested reviewing the treasury policy.  

a. To review invoices and consider authorising payments. 
 

PROPOSED BY CLLR RANSLEY   SECONDED BY CLLR COSGROVE  

ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST -    ABSTENTIONS -  

Motion moved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Planning Matters 
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a. To consider all planning application received. 
The Parish office circulated the planning summaries report to all Parish Council Members prior to the 
meeting. 
Application Number: PA/2023/1667  

Address: Tanners, Stumble Lane, Kingsnorth, TN23 3EY  

Proposal: Conservatory extension to rear of property.  

Ward: Kingsnorth Village  

Comments:  

 

Application Number: PA/2023/1571  

Address: 45, Butterside Road, Kingsnorth, TN23 3PD  

Proposal: Proposed vehicle crossover  

Ward: Park Farm North  

Comments:  Decision Made on 02/10/2023 

 

Cllr Ransley suggested Councillors that the Parish Manager consult with the ward members about the 

comment.   

PROPOSED BY CLLR GILES   SECONDED BY CLLR HAYWARD 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8  ALL THOSE AGAINST -  ABSTENTIONS -  
Motion moved. 
 

b. To note decisions 
Decisions noted. 

c. To consider any appeals and enforcement matters. 
i. Updates on ongoing planning appeals.  

Cllr Ransley provided an update to members on the planning appeals currently in progress. 
d. Any other planning matters. 

 
11. Correspondence and written reports from external parties. 

a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the publication 
of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action. 

i. To review licensing request for Short Term Street Trading Consent application for a 
street trader on Bluebell Road, Kingsnorth and authorise any further action.   

b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any action. 
Cllr. Giles left the meeting during this item.  
Cllr. Hayward suggested that we have not objections to this proposal and that we should support local 
businesses.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR HAYWARD   SECONDED BY CLLR TOWNEND 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR -  7  ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0  
Motion moved. 
Cllr Giles returned to the meeting.  
 
12. Parish Manager Report. 

a. September Report.  
The Parish Manager had circulated his report to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
Cllr. Giles suggested that the Parish Manager liaise with Cllr. Ransley re getting the light sorted and placed 
in the Parish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Parish Councillors reports. 
Members of the Council may provide updates (not addressed earlier on the agenda) they have from their 
Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended. 

https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EaceSeVcB_tDu8rPy5t8cAMBCyOSY0kTt63dWL3UdFW4tg?e=jCssmV
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EaceSeVcB_tDu8rPy5t8cAMBCyOSY0kTt63dWL3UdFW4tg?e=jCssmV
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Cllr. Cosgrove – Attended the previous Ashford KALC meeting which included a presentation by Eurostar 
which Cllr. Hicks updated the Council on last month. He has started to receive some concerns from 
residents living on Magpie Hall Road about construction traffic using the roads to access different building 
sites. He raised some concerns about the new layout of the A2070 near Finberry. These issues will be 
raised at the Joint Transportation Board.  
 
 
Cllr Giles – Reminded Councillors that the next community engagement sessions on Saturday 21st October 
2023 in the Sports Pavilion from 3 – 5pm and she tendered her apologises for this session due to being 
on holiday.  
  
Cllr Hayward – Provided an update on Kestrel Park stating that the play equipment is currently out use 
due to issues the equipment and are awaiting a delivery of the new parts which she hopes will be installed 
soon.  
 
Cllr. Townend – Updated the Parish Council on concerns from residents re the use of the field in the 
middle of the cloverleaf fields for motocross activity. This has been reported to Ashford Borough Council 
and is being investigated. Cllr. Ransley asked if Ashford Borough Council had a statement if the Parish 
Council staff get any comments or phone calls. Cllr. Townend ask that residents to be directed to himself 
or the Borough Council with their concerns.  
 
Cllr. Clarke – Updated that he has been emailing Nation Spaces about the siting of a book stop/bank in 
the Roman Ward but is yet to have a response. He raised some concerns about management 
companies, and it was discussed briefly by Councillors. It was suggested that it is discussed at a later 
meeting. 
 
14. The next or future Agenda(s). 

a. To add a closed session to discuss the cancellation of the community engagement session in August. 
 
15. Date of Next Meeting  

Tuesday 14th November 2023  

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the main meeting at 8.50pm. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 
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