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KINGSNORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Kingsnorth Parish Council  

Held on Tuesday 13th January 2026. 

Kingsnorth Pavilion 7.00pm 

 

Before the main meeting began, Cllr. Breese requested a minute’s silence in memory of resident David 

Charmers, whose life was sadly lost. Mr Charmers had been nominated by the Parish Council for a 

Community Award in 2023 and had dedicated a significant amount of his time to supporting the local 

community. 

1. To note those, present and receive apologies.  
Present: Cllr. Breese (Chair), Cllr. Clarke, Cllr. Cosgrove (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Giles, Cllr. Hicks, Cllr. Ransley, 

Cllr. Wedgbury. 

Also, present: Peter Le Rossignol (Parish Manager), Marie Russell (Community Engagement and Events 

Officer), Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch) and Bill Barrett (KCC Member). There were 3 members of the 

public present at the meeting.  

Apologies received: All Councillors were present at the meeting.  
 

2. To receive declarations of Interest. 
Cllr. Ransley informed Councillors that he has an open challenge to a decision in the high court with 
Ashford Borough Council.  
 

3. Co-option to Kingsnorth Parish Council for Park Farm North (x2 vacancies), and Roman 
Ward (x1 vacancy). 

 
Cllr. Hicks proposed that the Parish Council change some of the Standing Orders as she feels it is wrong 
the discussions on people’s affairs all the time that the meeting is being livestreamed. Cllr. Hicks 
recommended listening to what candidates have to say and decide in a closed session at the end of the 
meeting.  
Cllr. Wedgbury seconded the motion adding that candidates’ applications have been comprehensive and 
raised GDPR concerns. 
 
Cllr. Ransley commented that his view is that the decision should be taken in public for transparency. 
 
Cllr. Breese referred to the Proper Officer to ask for clarification on the co-option policy in the Parish 
Councils standing orders. 
 
The Proper Officer (Parish Manager) responded that to be legal and lawful the Parish Council need to 
follow their policy and do not need to go into closed session. 
 
Cllr. Breese confirmed that the process will be for the candidate to present to the Parish Council what they 
hope to achieve as a Parish Councillor and then leave the meeting whilst a decision is being made. Once 
a decision is reached the candidate can rejoin the meeting. 
 
Cllr. Breese asked Councillors to vote on the proposal from Cllr. Hicks which Cllr. Wedgbury seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. HICKS  SECONDED BY CLLR. WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 2   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 5  ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion not passed. 
 

a. Candidates to present to Parish Council what they hope to achieve as a Parish Councillor. 
i. Sue McGeever 

Sue McGeever presented her application and introduced herself. 
Cllr. Breese asked if there were any questions for Sue McGeever following her presentation, none were 
raised. 
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Sue left the room whilst discussions took place between Councillors.  
Cllr. Giles proposed that Sue McGeever be co-opted onto the Parish Council. 
Cllr. Ransley seconded. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. GILES  SECONDED BY CLLR. RANSLEY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 4   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 2  ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 
Sue McGeever returned to the meeting and was welcomed by Councillors as a formal member of 
Kingsnorth Parish Council.  
Sue McGeever signed all necessary paperwork and joined the meeting as a Councillor. 
 
Public Comments and Observations. 
The meeting will be adjourned to allow members of the public to speak. Speakers will be given a maximum 
of three minutes each to raise issues with the Parish Council.  
None. 
 
Verbal reports from external parties.  
External parties provided updates which are likely to be of interest to the residents of the Parish and Parish 
Councillors.  
 

a. Ashford Borough Councillors’ Reports 
 

Cllr. Hallett, Washford – Cllr. Hallett submitted his apologies prior to the meeting.  
 
Cllr. Townend, Park Farm North – Cllr. Townend was not present at the meeting. No report received.  
 
Cllr. McGeever, Kingsnorth Village and Bridgefield – Cllr. McGeever submitted his apologies and report 
which was circulated prior to the meeting.  

 
Cllr. Giles, Park Farm South – Cllr. Giles was present at the meeting.  
 
Cllr. Hayward, Roman Ward – Cllr. Hayward submitted her apologies prior to the meeting.  
 

b. KCC Councillor Report. 
Mr. Barrett reported on the following: 

• KCC Draft Budget 

• Charity Funding Organisations (Age UK, Demelza, have already had their grant fundings drastically 
reduced. 

• Awaiting a response from an officer on the walkarounds that took place with Cllr. McGeever and 
Cllr. Giles around Bridgfield. 

Cllr. Wedgbury asked what the inflation rate in adult social care. 
Mr. Barrett responded that he believes it is around 11.7% and in the child sector it is about 7.2%. 
 
Cllr. Giles raised a concern about the Council Tax percentage of 3.99% not being able to cover what is 
needed in terms of how much there will be going back into the next financial year and what she feels 
concerned about it the massive cuts to SEN, child health and education. Cllr. Giles is worried that there is 
going to be further cuts in staffing and at what cost to our children’s health and their educational setting.  
Cllr. Giles asked Mr. Barrett if he was in support of these cuts and what his stance is on this. 
Mr. Barrett responded that he would not have raised the Council Tax by 3.99% as he is always in favour 
of keeping the council tax as low as possible, but in the current financial situation to not raise it by the full 
just basically means that they lower their council tax base. You must get money from somewhere to pay 
for services. The problem with only raising it by 3.99% means that next year there is a high possibility that 
Central Government will turn around and say that you’ve missed out on around £10,000000 worth of asset. 
It’s highly likely that education services will continue with the kind of cuts that have been seen, less staff 
work harder will continue to happen because the pressures on the finances are severe.  
 
Cllr. Cosgrove raised the issue of the height of the ramps at the Chilmington Green link up with the A28, 
Mr. Barrett had said that the contractors were to come back to make the ramps shallower, yet the KCC 
officer has said that they are within spec and no works have been carried out.  
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Mr. Barrett replied that he is going to go back through his emails to forward on communication to Cllr. 
Cosgrove.  
   

c. Neighbourhood Watch Update. 
Peter New (Neighbourhood Watch) had provided a monthly report prior to the meeting which was 
circulated to all Councillors.   
Peter provided an update on his report and answered questions from Councillors. 

 
d. Kent Police Update. 

Not present at the meeting. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes. 
To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and if in order sign as a true record.  

a. Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 9th December 2025. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. COSGROVE SECONDED BY CLLR. WEDGBURY 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 

 
5. Parish community grant applications.  

a. To review community grant applications submitted in November / December 2025.  
None received. 
 

6. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). 
a. Any verbal updates on Local Government Reorganisation. 

Cllr. Hicks provided an update. 
Mr. Barrett attended discussions with senior officers at KCC to ask if LGR would be happening and their 
response was that if by early - mid April KCC, ABC and the rest of the Councils in Kent are not in full 
consultation about next-steps, it is not going to happen.  

 
7. East Kent Design Code. 

a. To receive information on the East Kent Design Code consultation and authorise any further 
actions. (Any update will be sent to Councillors prior to the meeting if received).   

Cllr. Cosgrove attended the East Kent Design Code community forum and provided an update to 
Councillors.  
Councillors have all received a link to respond to the questionnaire.  
Cllr. Breese asked Councillors to think about if there is any architectural vernacular for Kingsnorth. 
 

8. Kingsnorth Village Hall. 
a. Update on Village Hall entrance ramp. 

Cllr. Ransley proposed that this item be moved to the end of the agenda and taken in a closed session.  
Cllr. Breese seconded the motion. 
Councillors agreed. (No vote took place following the proposal). 
 

9. Kingsnorth Newsletter. 
a. To approve quote for delivery of Kingsnorth Parish Newsletter in January / February 2026. 
b. To agree outline content for January / February Newsletter.  

Suggested ideas were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. 
The Parish Manager reported on the Kingsnorth Parish Newsletter. 
 
Recommendations 
To delegate to the Parish Manager the authority to proceed with the printing and distribution of the Parish 
Newsletter with an up to budget of £1,800 +VAT to be sent out at the end of January / February. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR. HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1  
Motion moved. 
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10. Community Assets Feasibility Study Scope 
a. To receive report on the Community Assets Feasibility fee proposal and authorise any further 

actions. 
 

Recommendations 
i. To approve the commissioning of feasibility studies for four identified community assets. 
ii. To delegate authority to the Parish Manager, in liaison with the Chair and Vice Chair, to finalise the 

scope. 
The Parish Manager has arranged a call with the Clerk at Faversham Town Council to discuss the process 
for going out to tender.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR. WEDGBURY SECONDED BY CLLR. HICKS 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 1  ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 

11. Highways Improvement Plan – update 
a. To review the Double Yellow Line Consultation document and approve. 

 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Parish Council: 

1. Confirms that the original proposal for parking restrictions on Church Hill should proceed as initially 
suggested. 

2. Agrees to add Tally Ho Road to the Highways Improvement Plan for future assessment. 
3. Notes that progression of Tally Ho Road will be subject to County Council capacity and HIP meeting 

timescales. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR. BREESE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 8   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 0 
Motion moved. 
 

12. Financial Matters. 
a. To receive the December Finance Report documents 

The Finance report was received and noted by all Councillors. 
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b. To review invoices and consider authorising payments.  

P No  Supplier  Goods/Service  Sub Total  VAT  Total  
1  HMRC  Tax & NI Payable Confirmed  £2,099.55  £0.00  £2,099.55  

2  Salaries  Confirmed Amount January  £6,884.12  £0.00  £6,884.12  

3  M Hume  Pavilion Cleaning December  £231.00  £0.00  £231.00  

4  Trident Waste Management  Waste Collection December  £110.00  £22.00  £132.00  

5  Kingsnorth Church  Churchyard Maintenance   £1,214,00  £0.00  £1,214,00  

6  Express Toilet Hire  Portable Toilet Hire – 
Christmas  

£410.00  £82.00  £492.00  

7  Kingsnorth Electrical Ltd  PAT Testing  £262.26  £52.45  £314.71  

8  Kent County Council  Street Light Load Testing  £160.00  £32.00  £192.00  

9  The Play Inspection Company 
Ltd  

Annual Play Area Inspection  £237.95  £47.59  £285.54  

10  B N Pumps Limited***  Pumping Station Repair   £2,211.00  £442.20  £2,653.20  

11            

12            

13            

14            

15            

16            

17            

            

    Total  £13,819.88  £678.24  £14,498.12  

*** To be paid once invoiced received work carried out on Friday 9th January 2026.  

Cllr. Giles declared an interest in item 12b as a member of her family works for one of the companies, so 
will not take part in any votes for this item. 
 
Cllr. Ransley proposed that the invoices as listed be authorised for payment. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR. COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
 

Internal Bank Transfers Required January 2026**  

Account From  Account To  Amount  

NatWest Current  Metro Current   £15,000.00  

Natwest Current  Metro Reserve  £40,000.00  

NatWest Current  Soldo Wallet  £2,500.00  

      

      

  Total  £57,500.00  

 
Recommendation 

The Parish Manager recommended that £40,000 be moved from the NatWest account into the Metro 
Account. 
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13. Planning Matters  

a. To consider all planning applications received.    
Cllr. Breese made a proposal that a special planning meeting is arranged, and residents invited, to discuss 
planning applications 1810, 1809 and 2380. 
PROPOSED BY CLLR. BREESE  SECONDED BY CLLR. COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 7   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 1 
Motion moved. 
The special planning meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 7pm. 
 
Application Number: 21/00826/AS – Cllr. McGeever will not comment on this application. 
Address: The Rosary, Ashford Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent, TN23 3EP  
Proposal: Erection of 1 dwellinghouse [Revision of 17/01386/AS].  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village  
Comments: No comments. 
  
Application Number: PA/2025/2290  
Address: 17 Conker Close, Kingsnorth, Ashford, TN23 3LL  
Proposal: Single storey rear extension (Retrospective)  
Ward: Park Farm North  
Comments: No comments. 
  
Application Number: PA/2025/2323  
Address: 3, Steeds Close, Kingsnorth, TN26 1NF  
Proposal: Erection of a single-storey rear and side extension together with a new pitched roof 
incorporating rear-facing dormer windows.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village.  
Comments: Support. 
  
Application Number: NOT/2025/2380  
Address: Land 300meters West by Southwest of St Helens, Ashford Road, Kingsnorth, Ashford.  
Proposal: Reserved matters application for the approval of access, appearance, layout, landscaping and 
scale for Phase 1C (spine road) pursuant to outline planning permission 15/00856/AS.  
Ward: Kingsnorth Village.  
Comments: Defer to special planning meeting. 
 

b. To note decisions.   
Councillors noted the planning decisions document sent to them with the agenda. 

c. To consider any appeals and Enforcement Matters. 
d. Any other planning matters and authorise any further action.  

Cllr. Ransley proposed that the Parish Council invite developers to the special planning meeting.  
PROPOSED BY CLLR. RANSLEY  SECONDED BY CLLR. COSGROVE 
ALL THOSE IN FAVOUR - 6   ALL THOSE AGAINST - 0  ABSTENTIONS - 2 
Motion moved. 
 

14. Correspondence and written reports from external parties.  
a. To consider correspondence and written reports received by the Parish Council before the 

publication of this agenda and listed below. Then authorising any action.  
b. To consider correspondence proposed to be sent by the Parish Council and authorise any 

action.  
None. 
 

15. Parish Staff Reports.   
a. Parish Manager November report. 

The Parish Manager report was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 
The report was noted by Councillors.  
 

b. Community Engagement and Events December report. 
The Community Engagement and Events Officer report was circulated to all Councillors prior to the 
meeting. 
The report was noted by Councillors. 

https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/EQ2LbQaNKwpNkyDhGpJof0UBrIKaiRQia3cBR0iuLG6Dqg?e=6RczaG
https://kingsnorthparishcouncil.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/ParishCouncillorMeetings/Ea1arczhmTxLgiw3Rgv8bvsBV4yJlmjGl43U5yg0VhPmDQ?e=DCrX2X
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16. Councillor Reports (To include any relevant Borough Councillor Updates).   

Members of the Parish Council may provide any updates (not addressed earlier on the 
agenda) they have from their Parish Ward, Internal Committee or External meetings they have attended.   
 
Cllr. Hicks reported on the following: 

• Attended a meeting at the Ashford Internation Station. 

• Hamstreet house fire community event. 
 
Cllr. Wedgbury reported on the following: 

• Meeting with MP to discuss building regulations following fires in Hamstreet and Beaver Lane. 

• Ashford Ladies Football Team fundraising. 

• Fundraising for David Charmers. 
 
Cllr. Giles reported on the following:  

• Hamstreet Fire – pictures of the fire on social media before the fire brigade had even attended 
which caused even more upset and anguish to the community. 

• SWEP (Severe Weather Emergency Procedure) for rough sleepers. 

• Catapult crime – report on 999 and confirm there is a crime in progress. 
 

17. Parish Action Sheet 
The Parish Action Sheet had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. 

a. To review Parish action sheet (see appendix A of agenda) and authorise further action. 
The action sheet was presented, updated and noted by Councillors. 
 

18. The next or future agenda(s) 
a. To consider any items for the next or future agendas.  

The Parish Manager reported that he and Cllr. Cosgrove have been looking at pensions and staff benefits 
so this will be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

19. Date of Next Meeting  

The next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th February 2026. 

 

As there was no further business to be discussed Cllr. Breese closed the main meeting at 8.31pm and the 

Council moved into a closed meeting. 

 

 

Closed Session 

 

Kingsnorth Village Hall Ramp. 

Neil Shorter provided an update on the ramp which has been installed at the Kingsnorth Village Hall.  

 

Current contractor has been instructed to stop works. 

Discussions are currently taking place with another contractor to redo the steps. 

 

Cllr. Ransley thanked Neil Shorter for his update and Kingsnorth Parish Council noted the update. 

 

Meeting closed at 20.48pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ___________ 


